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council nod 
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The consensus is clear — 
@ wait a little longer. 

Peel's top doctor is re- 
questing an extension of at 
least two weeks to get 
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Brampton’s 


Haviah Mighty COVID cases on more sta- 
A ble footing, in tandem with 
pays tribute to announcements from 


Toronto's medical experts. 

The region's lockdown 
order is set to expire on 
Monday, but Peel's medical 
officer of health, Dr. 
Lawrence Loh, says more 
time is needed to ensure 
that the risks are too high 
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keep our kids in school for 
longer, continue to protect 
our vulnerable and con- 
tinue to protect our essen- 
tial workers as vaccines 
arrive,” Loh said Wednes- 
day afternoon at a news 
conference in Mississauga, 
following similar senti- 
ments by Toronto's top doc, 
Dr. Eileen de Villa, earlier 
in the day. 

Peel Region is still consid- 
ered a hotspot zone in the 
province, alongside 
Toronto, York Region and 
North Bay - Parry Sound, 
even though positive cases 
are on a decline. With a new 
variant now having reached 
major municipalities, and 
amid mass testing of at least 
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Dr. Lawrence Loh, Peel Region’s medical officer of health, speaks Wednesday afternoon during a press conference 
in Mississauga. Loh requested that the province extend Peel’s stay-at-home order by at least two weeks in order 
to protect the vulnerable and ensure that a third wave could occur if restrictions lit early. (PWN Staff) 


one condominium in Mis- 
sissauga, several doctors 
are warning that the poten- 
tial for community trans- 
mission remains high and 
the circulation of high-risk 
COVID variants may accel- 
erate if the stay-at-home 
order is lifted too early. 

In a joint letter to Dr. 
David Williams, the 
province's top medical offi- 
cial, Dr.'s Loh and de Villa 
requested an extension to 
the stay-at-home order 
until Mar. 9, citing that the 
risks are too high and can 
lead to a third wave. Peel is 
tentatively set to reopen 
under the revised "red" 
framework on Monday. 

Continued Pg 4 
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PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 


20™ Annual Black History Month “Virtual” Concert 
Saturday February 20, 2021 
5:00pm - 7:00pm 


SUCCESS 
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Education.... The Pathway to Success 


Guest Speaker: Patrick Case Jean Augustine Emcee: Charles Matthews Jr. 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Education Community Award Recipient CMJ Entertainment 
Equity Secretariat, Ministry of Education 


Featuring: Jay Harmony, Story Tellin 
ie Se ‘i - HERITAGE SINGERS CANADA 


Dancing, Singing, Drumming 
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ro eA 
Contact: Patricia 905-789-1551 / 416-577-7787 aes Ae Je 
Lucinda 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 . 


REGISTER AT: www. eventbrite.ca/e/20th-annual- black- hist ory-month-virtual-concert-tickets 
LIVE STREAM AT: www.charlesmatthewsjr.com 


Peel United Cultural Partners is a collaboration of the Congress of Black Women, Brampton Chapter and the United Achievers’ Club 
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Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. Prizes will be given away 
through a weekly draw, with the winners being 
featured in the pages of Peel Weekly News. Win- 
ners will be notified by email, and will have the 
option to include a profile picture of themselves 
for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 
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Is your company 


thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 
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One under arrest after fatal 


Brampton fire 


A34 year-old 
woman is under 
arrest in connec- 
tion with a fatal 
fire that occurred 
in Brampton last 
summer, __ police 
say. 

Peel Police said 
the arrest was 
made after a fire 
that took place at a 
property in the 
Mill Street North 
area on May 7, 
2020, around 
10:40 p.m. 

Investigators 
were called to the 
property and dis- 
covered it fully en- 
gulfed in flames. 
After firefighters 
extinguished the 
blaze, two male 
victims were lo- 
cated inside the 
residence. 

The victims were 
later identified as 
65 year-old Keith 


and 59 
year-old _— Darell 
Terrell, both of 
Brampton. 

Further investi- 
gation in collabo- 
ration with the 
Ontario Fire Mar- 
shal led to the ar- 
rest of Amanda 
Smith, of no fixed 
address, who was 
charged with two 
counts of 
manslaughter, two 
counts of criminal 
negligence causing 
death and one 
count of arson en- 
dangering life. 

Smith appeared 
in Brampton court 
on Feb. 17 to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 

Anyone with in- 
formation on the 
incident is asked to 
call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-2121 
ext. 3205. 


Powell 
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Experts warn of third COVID Brampton man nabbed 


wave of variants 


Health experts in 
Canada have warned 
of a third wave of 
COVID-19 infection, 
after finding variants 
of the virus in nine 
states. 

As of Feb. 13, 
Canada had reported 
429 cases of the UK 
Bi.1.7 variant, 28 
cases of the South 
African B1.351 vari- 
ant and one case of 
the P1_ Brazilian 
strain, Xinhua re- 
ported. 

Theresa Tam, 
Canada's chief public 
health officer, said in 
a statement on Sat- 
urday that while it is 
common for evolving 
strains of the virus to 
develop, some 
strains are consid- 
ered "worrying" be- 
cause they spread 
more easily. Some 
may cause more seri- 
ous illness or current 
vaccines may be less 
effective against 
them. 

"That's why we 
need to be very care- 


ful in our public 
health measures and 
personal practices," 
Tam added. This will 
help prevent the 
spread of these epi- 
demics.” 

A total of 823,048 
COVID-19 cases and 
21,213 deaths were 
reported in Canada 
through Saturday. 

Ontario confirmed 
1,300 new cases and 
19 more deaths on 
Saturday. The seven- 
day average of cases 
reported in the 
provinces is now 
1,167, which is one 
the week before was 
1,479. The _ total 
number of lab-con- 
firmed cases in On- 
tario on Saturday 
was 284,887, includ- 
ing deaths and re- 
covery. 

A total of 164,307 
people in Ontario 
have received both 
doses of the COVID- 
19 vaccine and are 
now completely free 
of the disease. 


after bank robbery spree 


Peel Police’s Cen- 
tral Robbery Bu- 
reau have arrested 
a 30-year-old man 
from Brampton in 
connection with a 
series of bank rob- 
beries in Peel and 
Toronto. 

An investigation 
was launched after 
the series of inci- 
dents, which took 
place on Dec. 31, 
2020, Jan. 7, Jan. 
12 and Feb. 11 at 
various spots 
throughout 
Brampton, Missis- 
sauga and Toronto, 
including a bank in 
the Bovaird Drive 
and Main Street 
North area, and a 
bank in the 
Kennedy Road 
South and Eglinton 
Road area. 

In each case, the 
robber was aided 
by an accomplice, 


and fled in a vehi- 
cle with a quantity 
of cash. 

After an investi- 
gation, Lindon 
Hunter, of Bramp- 
ton, was charged in 
connection with all 
four robberies. 

Hunter appeared 
in Brampton court 
last week to answer 
to the charges. 

A second suspect, 
26 year-old Julian 
Fuller, of Missis- 
sauga, is wanted in 
connection with 
the robberies. 

Anyone with in- 
formation regard- 
ing the case of 
Fuller’s where- 
abouts is asked to 
call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-3311, 
ext. 3410 or the 
Toronto Police 
Hold-Up Squad at 
(416) 808-2222. 


Reopening cause for concern, extend order: docs 


Continued from Pg 1 


In a news con- 
ference Wednes- 
day, de Villa told 
reporters that the 
city did not want 
to reopen for a few 
weeks just to close 
again, a sentiment 
shared by Loh 
during his com- 
ments later that 


afternoon. 

“Spillover to 
neighbouring re- 
gions will also 


continue to drive 
risk here in Peel 
for our residents 
who may choose 
to go,” Loh said. 
27 regions in the 
province were 
moved back to the 
previous colour- 
coded framework 
on Tuesday, re- 
flecting the sys- 
tem that was used 
just before the 
rovince-wide 
ockdown began 
on Boxing Day. 
Most of the re- 


gions range from 
red-level restric- 
tions, which in- 
volve lowered 
restrictions on 
businesses and 
gatherings, 
through to green- 
level. Of the re- 
opened regions, 
Niagara is cur- 
rently the only 
one in the "grey" 
lockdown level, 
meaning foot traf- 
fic is capped at 25 
per cent for most 
businesses 

For his part, Pre- 
mier Doug Ford 
said this week that 
the province was 
"transitioning into 
the framework 
that was laid out 
by the (province's) 
health team," and 
that he wouldn't 
hesitate to "pull 
the brakes" again 
if needed. Like- 
wise, Health Min- 
ister Christine 
Elliott said that no 


decision had been 
made as to 
whether Peel, 
Toronto and the 
other regions still 
in stay-at-home 
level will reopen 
Monday or if the 
order will be ex- 
tended. 
According to a 
technical briefing 
given by the 
province, any- 
where from five to 
ten per cent of 


current cases 
within the 
province stem 


from the different 
variants of the 
COVID-19 _ virus, 
confirmed to orig- 
inate from coun- 
tries such as 
South Africa. 

A further stay- 
at-home extension 
in the region 
could mean _ the 
difference be- 
tween survival or 
closure for local 
businesses, which 


have already been 
dealing with re- 
strictions on in- 
person visits, and 
are facing the de- 
cision over 
whether to close 
for good or hold 
on until the 
spring. In a report 
released last 
month, the Cana- 


—o- 


dian Federation of 
Independent 
Business (CFIB) 
found that one in 
six small business 
owners in Canada 


are seriously con- 
templating clo- 
sure of _ their 


business, while in 
Ontario, only 37 
per cent of busi- 


nesses are still 
fully open. 

"The beginning 
of 2021 feels more 
like the fifth quar- 
ter of 2020 than a 
new year," said 
CFIB's executive 
vice-president, 
Laura Jones, on 
Jan. 21. 
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Tootsie’s Travels in Scotland 


Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 


Well, this little girl 
made the trip from 
Scotland to Toronto 
with her mom and 
dad. Travelling dur- 
ing a pandemic was 
not set up to be fun, 
and proved to be an 
interesting experl- 
ence. 

We began looking 
into taking Tootsie 
to Canada last sum- 
mer, and the only 
requirement was a 
rabies vaccination. 
We had this done in 
early December. 

We booked on Air 
Canada from Glas- 
gow to Toronto via 
London for Feb. 6, 
and when we en- 
quired about bring 
a dog, the airline 
was accommodat- 
ing and helpful. 

However, when 
we went to pur- 
chase tickets for a 
British Airways 
flight from Glasgow 
to London, that 
portion of our trip 


carried a $100 cost 
for each seats. Air 
Canada would allow 
Tootsie to travel 
with us on the plane 
on a seat between 
us, and the cost to 
take her to Canada 
was $100. 

BA said Tootsie 
would have to be 
pu in the planes 

old, at a cost of... 
$2,000. 

This was a com- 
plete shock to us 
and left us very con- 
fused. We changed 
our plans a bit and 
took a train to Lon- 
don on Feb. 5, 
stayed in a hotel 
and were still ahead 
a fair amount. I 
guess that's the Scot 
in me? 

The train ride was 
amazing — all trains 
in the UK are elec- 
tric and the ride was 
very smooth. The 
three of us had the 
whole car to our- 
selves. 


It was a five-hour 
ride to London and 
we arrived at about 
4 p.m. a 

Even staying in a 
hotel during a pan- 
demic is not al- 
lowed unless you're 
travelling, and you 
even must provide 
proof at the front 
desk when you ar- 
rive. 

Quite a few hotels 
would not take 
Tootsie, but we fi- 
nally found one at a 
Stay Bridge Inn and 
Suites, which gladly 
accepted pets. 

The next day, on 
Feb. 6, off we went 
by taxi to Heathrow 
Airport, ready to fly 
at 2 pm... but that 
was when the fun 
really began. 

We both found 
out in late January 
we would now re- 
quire a_ pre-flight 
COVID-19 
which both came 
back negative on 
Feb. 4. 

After a seven-hour 
flight with our little 
girl between us, we 
arrived back at 
Pearson Airport, 
and travelled 
through several dif- 


test, 


ferent customs divi- 


sions — _ regular 
customs and doggy 
customs, before 


heading to the new 
Provincial COVID- 
19 test’ centre, 
which is now 
mandatory upon ar- 
rival at Pearson Air- 
port. 

The line stretched 
for some time, and I 
was concerned 
about ossible 


spread of the virus 
espite the safety 


checks. One fortu- 
nate thing is bein 
somewhat disable 
(legally blind), we 
were escorted off 
and away from the 
crowd to be seen 
separately. 

While  werre still 
here in quarantine 
(and almost done), 
we are really look- 
ing forward to Peel 
Region coming out 
of lockdown, so we 
can all start to enjoy 
life again. 


Ford takes heat over Horwath comments 


Ontario Premier 


Doug Ford is 
drawing criticism 
over remarks 
made towards 
NDP leader An- 
drea Horwath 
during an_ ex- 


change regarding 
the government's 
plan to reopen the 
province. 

The debate 
broke out be- 
tween Ford and 
Horwath Wednes- 
day afternoon, 
during Question 
Period in Queen's 
Park. 

During a conver- 
sation about re- 
opening plans in 
Ontario, Horwath 
said it was dis- 
turbing to see how 
quickly the gov- 
ernment was 


rushing to reopen 
the province, and 
it was surprising 
that his decision 
was considered 
the best by the 
government. 

“When will the 
premier start lis- 
tening to hospi- 
tals, doctors, their 
specialists and try 
to prevent the 
province from 
going to the third 
wave and_lock- 
down?” Horwath 
said, prompting 
Ford to state that 
his government 
had listened to 
and accepted the 
advice of the Chief 
Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. David 
Williams, since 
the beginning of 
the epidemic. 


Ford went on to 
say that he never 
made arbitrary 
decisions. He 
then addressed 
Horwath, saying 
that instead of 
“sitting there and 
criticizing from 
day one, why 
don’t you come 
and join us to the 


people of On- 
tario.” 
Ford would then 


go on to state that 
listening to Hor- 
wath was like “lis- 
tening to nails on 
a chalkboard lis- 
tening to you." 
Horwath then 
went on to say 
how far the pre- 
mier could go 
when the opposi- 
tion asked a ques- 
tion and Ford did 


not respond. 

Horwath called 
on Ford to retract 
his remarks, say- 
ing that “every 
woman in Ontario 
deserves an apol- 
ogy” for his com- 
ments. 

"There's no way 
that the premier 
of Ontario should 


be usin those 
kinds of sexist 
terms... I'm not 


going to be dis- 
suaded from 
doing my job and 
fighting for On- 
tarians, and that's 
what I would 
rather be doing 
than having to 
deal with Mr. 
Ford's comments. 
We all have differ- 
ing opinions all 
the time and that 


is supposed to be 
the place where 
we have those de- 
bates and if Mr. 
Ford doesn't like 
hearing what I 
have to say, then 
then he's in the 
wrong position." 


Mike  Serener, 
leader of the 
Green Party of 
Ontario, also 


commented that 
Ford should im- 
mediately apolo- 
gize, calling the 
comments “unac- 
ceptable,” while 
Liberal leader 
Steven Del Duca 
said that Ford’s 
comments were 
“misogynist rhet- 
oric,” and called 
on Ford to retract 
his comments im- 
mediately. 
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President Joe Biden begins his work as major issues loom 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


New U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden has 
begun his work with 
great fanfare. 

This is perhaps the 
first time a president 
has made drastic 
changes to U.S. im- 
migration policy at 
home and abroad. 

Biden's policy of 
tightening U.S. im- 
migration _ restric- 
tions is a drastic 
about-face from for- 
mer President Don- 
ald Trump’s stance. 


The first step 
Trump took when 
he took office was to 
tighten U.S. immi- 
gration policy. 
Trump has banned 
travellers from 


many Muslim coun- 
tries from entering 
the United States. 

In the name of in- 
creasing employ- 
ment for Americans 
in the United States, 
the conditions for 
H-1B visas were 
tightened to the 
point that profes- 
sionals from abroad 
could not enter the 
United States. 

It even banned the 


employment of 
spouses who came 
with such visas. Mil- 
lions of people were 
waiting to apply for 
USS. citizenship. 

But now Biden has 
broken all such bar- 
riers. About 25,000 
people stranded in 
Mexico have been 
allowed to come to 
the United States to 
face trial. 

Similarly, there are 
signs of significant 
changes in foreign 
anes Biden's two- 

our telephone con- 
versation with the 
Chinese president is 
also a sign that he 
disagrees with 
Trump's __closed- 
door policy and that 
the United States is 
movin towards 
open dialogue with 
China. 

Trump intended to 
encircle China with 
a trio of Japan, 
India, and Britain, 
which — seems_ to 
have ended with his 
departure. 

Internally, Trump 
pursued a policy of 
cracking down on 
Chinese companies. 
But he was not very 
successful in this 
matter. 

On the contrary, 
these steps of 
Trump only harmed 


the country's econ- 
omy. Biden's drastic 
changes are causing 
a great deal of con- 
troversy in the coun- 
try and abroad. 

An open atmos- 
phere is developing, 
especially within the 
United States. Over- 
seas, Biden's policies 
have been widely 
praised. It can be 
said that Biden has 
wholly deviated 
from Trump's ag- 
gressive policies. 

The Democrats' 
impeachment trial 
against Trump, 
however, did not 
succeed in the Sen- 
ate. But Americans 
are mainly sympa- 
thetic to the Democ- 
rats' move. 

Republican presi- 
dential candidate 
Nikki Haley has also 
begun campaigning. 
She has also taken a 
stand against 
Trump and took a 
path to deviate from 
Trump's policies. 

Many decisions 
were made during 
the Trump adminis- 
tration that differed 
from necessary U.S. 
policies. 

The methods used 
to implement 
Trump's olicies 
also seemed arro- 
gant and arbitrary to 


many. That is why 
Trump has faced so 
much criticism in- 
side and outside the 
United States. 
Trump's behaviour 
has been sharply 
criticized, especially 
during the presi- 
dency. mae s atti- 
tude towards the 
Chinese = govern- 
ment, first towards 
Muslim countries 
and then during the 
COVID-19 epi- 
demic, was also not 
well received. That is 


why Biden has taken 
the path of drastic 
change in them 
since he came to 
power. 

Biden appears to 
be a very calm and 


thoughtful person. 
His administration 
has made big deci- 
sions in the last four 
weeks. But these de- 
cisions have not 
been much _ dis- 
cussed, but these de- 
cisions and_ their 
implementation has 
been kept very re- 
laxed. 

The Trump ad- 
ministration's non- 
sensical propaganda 
against China has 

so been banned. 

However, there is 
no doubt that the 
United States is cur- 
rently facing a sig- 


nificant economic 
challenge from 
China. Still, Biden's 
policies toward 
China are not 
ae confronta- 
tional. 

On the contrary, 
there is a double- 


edged sword of com- 
petition and 
cooperation. 


That is why they 
seem to be pursuing 
a policy of collabora- 
tion with China in- 
stead of mere 
confrontation. 

Biden will also 
have to reconsider 
the policies pursued 
during Trump's 
tenure in European 
countries, the Mid- 
dle East, the Asian 
region, and South 

ica. 

The South Asian 
region's role, includ- 
ing China, India, 
Pakistan and their 
neighbours, also re- 
mains essential. 

While U.S. inter- 
ests demand a halt 
to China's expansion 
in the region, it also 
does not want to 
damage _ relations 
with its long-time 
ally, Pakistan, as 
India seeks to curb 
China's expansionist 
policy. 

In the face of sup- 
port, the U.S. will try 


Order amea 
from a local 


restaurant. 
oh 


to strike a balance 
that will keep Pak- 
istan out of its grip. 
In recent years, 

China has invested 
heavily in Pakistan 
and has also taken 
over one of its ports 
and is building a 
road —_— connecting 
Pakistan and China. 

India's concern 
has been heightened 
by China's construc- 
tion of a road corri- 
dor connecting 
Pakistan to Tibet, 
Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka. 

Therefore, balanc- 
ing relations with 
China, India and 
Pakistan will be a 
significant challenge 
for the United 
States. 

In recent years, 
European countries 
have also been angry 
with the United 
States. Biden will 
also have to take big 
steps and show gen- 
erosity to bring Eu- 
ropean countries 
into the US fold. 

This could lead to 
a heated debate be- 
tween Republicans 
and Democrats over 
new policies in the 
coming days and 
months. 


by Vidya Gopaul 

Is Justin 
Trudeau, the Cana- 
dian Prime Minis- 
ter, playing politics 
with the COVID-19 
vaccine? 

We are below 
twenty on_ the 
world list of effec- 
tive and serious 
distribution of the 
COVID-19 vaccine 
to our population. 

Canada is doing 
worst among the 
G7 countries in 
herd vaccination, 
even though it is 
among the richest 
countries. 

Countries like the 
UAE and Israel are 
doing extremely 
well in making sure 
their citizens are 
vaccinated. Even 
Hazel McCallion, 
the former mayor 
of the City of Mis- 
sissauga, has ex- 
pressed concern 
regarding the han- 
dling of the rollout 
of COVID-19 vac- 
cines. So why is 
Canada lagging so 
badly behind com- 
pared to the rest of 
the world? 

Many Canadians 
and all the Pre- 
miers of our 
provinces have ex- 
pressed disap- 
pointment of some 
form towards 
Trudeau for not 
being transparent 
about the purchase 
and the contract of 
the vaccines from 
Moderna and 
Pfizer. 

Trudeau argues 
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that if he shows the 
contract, it will bea 
breach of the con- 
tract. 

So what is he hid- 
ing from us? 

If he refuses to 
give a straight an- 
swer to a simple 
question, then how 
are Canadians sup- 
posed to find the 
answer to = any- 
thing? 

For that reason, 
there was a head- 
line recently that 
stated, "Canadians 
get answers from 
India that they 
can't get from their 
own prime minis- 
ter." 

It referred to the 


fact the Indian 
Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, 


said he would do 
his best to acquire 
AstraZeneca vac- 
cines for Canada. 
Canada is literally 
begging for help 
from other coun- 
tries, despite being 
one of the richest 
countries in the 
world. It is really 
setting a bad image 
and showing how 
incompetent the 
Canadian govern- 
ment is on the 
world stage. 
Trudeau also 
keeps saying that, 
at the moment, the 
country is short of 
vaccines, but in the 
coming months, 
they will have “mil- 
lions of doses” for 
Canadians, and by 
Sep. 2021, all Cana- 


dians who want the 
vaccine will have 
them. 

One argument 
has been that since 
Canada does not 
produce its own 
vaccines, it relies 


heavily on _ the 
countries that pro- 
duce them. 

But there are 


countries which do 
not produce their 
own vaccines, and 
yet, they are way 
ahead of Canada in 


vaccinating — their 
citizens. 

So why is the 
slowdown now, 


and why are they 
looking to ramp up 
in the coming 
months instead of 
addressing the 
problem now? 

Does this have 
anything to do with 
Trudeau planning 
for an election in 
the coming 
months? 

There is a budget 
to be released soon, 
and if that budget 
is not approved in 
the House of Com- 
mons by the MPs of 
all political parties, 
then it will auto- 
matically trigger an 
election in Canada. 

If every Canadian 
is inoculated before 
an election, then 
perhaps he may 
think he will not be 
elected once again 
as PM. 

Since he is al- 
ready six years in 
his mandate as PM, 
and second year as 


minority PM, most 
likely Canadians 
would want to have 
anew PM. 

Normally the av- 
erage years in office 
of any Canadian 
PM is about seven- 
to-nine, and any 
minority govern- 
ment in Canada 
lasts only about 
two years. 

Therefore, his 
possible planning 
could be this: start 
slow with the vacci- 
nation program 
and then ramp up 
during the spring 
— then produce a 
budget that will be 
in his favour, or at 
least favourable to 
Canadians, and 
present it in the 
House of Com- 
mons. 

If it is passed, 
then he still will be 
PM, and then a call 
for a snap election 
will lead to a hope- 
ful majority -- that 
is what his aim is, 
looking at all the 
other provincial 
elections last year. 

If the budget does 
not pass, then he 
will say, "Look, the 
opposition — really 
wants a election. 
But since Canadi- 
ans love my 
budget, then give 
me a majority man- 
date so that I can 
complete the vacci- 


nation program 
since my govern- 
ment is already 


deeply involved in 
Tt 


Is Trudeau playing politics with the COVID-19 vaccine? 


It seems that 
Canadians will 
probably look at 
the situation and 
decide, “Why take a 
chance on a differ- 
ent government, 
whereas the cur- 
rent Liberal gov- 
ernment is already 
involved in that 
program?” Hence, 
Trudeau may just 
win a majority gov- 
ernment. 

As of a few weeks 
ago, Trudeau said 
that he would like 
to be PM for a few 
more years, and 
with that goal in 
mind, he is still 
chasing the dream 
of getting a major- 
ity government. He 
is doing everything 
possible he can to 
achieve that goal. 

Thus, he is com- 
ing with a budget 
that will appease 
the majority of the 
Canadians and 
taunting the oppo- 
sition parties not to 
challenge it. 

I just had a 
poke of that 

udget in the news 
,and it shows that 
he is appealing to 
women, mothers 
and the middle 
class. He is offering 
a $5,000credit per 
year per child. Or 
$20 per day per 
child for daycare. 

He is using words 
that are resonating 
with the audience, 
such as, "I am there 
for Pte when you 
need us... you don’t 


have to chose be- 
tween food on your 
table and the next 
rent payment... my 
government is 
there to help you,” 
and so on. 

But he will not 
guarantee vaccines 
for Canadians. 

The PM that 
should be working 
for the Canadians, 
and not just for the 
Liberals. 

In his quest for a 
majority mandate, 
there have been so 
many lives lost. 

COVID-19 infec- 
tions are increasing 
and the new vari- 
ants will create a 
third wave if the 
mass population is 
not vaccinated 
soon. 

It seems that 
those in charge of 
pandemic planning 
are not competent 
enough to secure 
millions of doses of 
vaccines, whereas 
the rest of the 
world is, including 
poorer countries 
than Canada. 

One day, he'll 
state that India is 
going to help 
Canada. The next, 
it’s the U.S. Tomor- 
row, it’s someone 
else. 

He just cannot 
give the public a 
straight simple an- 
swer. Trudeau’s 
first priority should 
be to save Cana- 
dian lives — and 
not chase a major- 
ity mandate. 
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The lockdown continues and the need is even 
greater for our small businesses in Port Credit. 


All those businesses in our community of Port Credit who have 
Supported you or your projects over the years, who sponsored 
your teams, who gave of themselves for the benefit of others... 


WELL, it’s our turn to help them. 


“Our favourite restaurants and 
small businesses who we frequent 
and take for granted that they will 
always be there, may not be. 
Picture Main Street Port Credit 
without them!” 

‘insauga January 27, 2021’ 


“Whether it is $3,000 or $300, it 
pays a bill for someone!” 
‘Sentiment of Business owner’ 


“| had to look at this email over and 
over, | couldn’t believe that 
someone was doing this. We have 
not been forgotten 
‘an emotional Business owner’ 


1” 


We listen to their heartbreaking 
stories on many visits, emails, 
telephone conversations. 


LINK TO GOFUNDME PAGE 


Community spirit is alive and well 

We have tremendous support of The 
Peterson Team of Keller Williams in 
Port Credit. Well known in the 
community for over 15 years, they 
approached us with a desire to help out 
as much as they can. They are donating 
5% of their commission to this 
GoFundMe campaign for all homes that 
they list in the Port Credit and Mineola 
areas (LSG Postal Code) for the 
remainder of 

2021. Kate Peterson is just one of many 
who care deeply about Port Credit and 
want desperately to see you all 
succeed. If you know of anyone 
thinking of selling, please introduce 
them to Kate or Jeff Peterson to 
interview for the opportunity. 905-271- 
5151. Together we'll each achieve 
more! 


A friend recently told us that our small 
businesses need all the boost, BAT SIGNALS 
& bucks they can get! 

LET’S NOT DISAPPOINT THEM 


“The Ontario Government has 
extended #covid1 9lockdown 
to Jan.20, 2021. As 
#smallbusiness 
entrepreneurs, we expected 
this and planned for it. We 
know the playing field is not 
even and many businesses 
are hanging on by a thread, 
but not giving up. We put 
measures in place to keep our 
communities safe, we 
understand the importance. 
My creative business is in 
#portcredit where our 
community shines in support 
of local. They order online, 
they partake in curb-side pick 
up, they order take-out and 
shop local. They even set up 
a GoFundMe page to support 
small business and send 
regular messages of concern 
and care. Our community 
understands that 
#businessesarepeople; we 
are a family and we thank you 
#vibrantportcredit” 

‘Pixie Blue Studio’ Dec. 20 


Witnessing the generosity of 
people wanting to help others 
and pay it forward tells us that 

what we cherish about our 
community is still there even in 
these hard times. 
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Neighbourhood action plan gets council nod 


A connected se- 
ries of eco-spaces 
could be on the 
horizon. 

Brampton coun- 
cillors approved 
the next step in 
boosting the city’s 
green infrastruc- 
ture with the ap- 
proval of the 
Bramalea Sustain- 
able Neighbour- 
hood Action Plan 
(SNAP), would 
would see several 
districts in the 
Bramalea area 


connected 


through active 
transportation 
and greening ini- 
tiatives. 

The action plan, 
which has been 
indevelopment for 
several years and 
has included mul- 
tiple community 
engagement ini- 
tiatives and walk- 
ing tours at 
various sites 
throughout — the 
city, would aim to 


create a con- 
nected system of 
eco-spaces___ that 


These 


have community 
gardens, a focus 
on cultivating 
local food, pro- 
moting green de- 
sign at 
commercial busi- 
nesses and prop- 
erties and 
promote commu- 
nity resilience. 
“Bramalea has a 
unique history 
and identity in 
Brampton, as 
Canada’s first 
planned _ satellite 
city in the 1960s. 
improve- 


ments are de- 
signed to serve 
Bramalea _ resi- 
dents, and make 
the (districts) 
healthier and 
more sustainable 
for ll,” = said 
Wards 7 &8 re- 
gional councillor 
Pat Fortini. 

The SNAP proj- 
ect is aimed at 
functioning as a 
model for sustain- 
able urban renewa 
al and collabora- 
tive impact. 

There are over a 
dozen SNAPs 
across the 
province, includ- 
ing three located 
in Brampton, at 
Bramalea, County 
Court and 
Fletcher’s Creek. 

The action plan 
was co-designed 
with the commu- 
nity and_= stake- 
holders to reflect 
their needs, said 
Wards 7 &8 city 
councillor Char- 
maine Williams 
during the meet- 
ing, noting that, 
“Community en- 
gagement is a pri- 
ority for this plan 
every step of the 
way.” 


Firearm seized during 
robbery investigation 


An 18 year-old 
Brampton man is 
under arrest in 
connection with 
a robbery that 
took place this 
past weekend. 

22 ~=Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau 
said the suspect 
attended a meet- 
ing with a 19 
year-old Missis- 
sauga man _ at 
2:15 a.m. on Feb. 
14, in the 
Mclaughlin Road 
and Ray Lawson 
Boulevard area, 
to discuss the 
sale of an item. 


During the 
meeting, the 
sproduced a 


black handgun, 
robbed the vic- 
tim of his prop- 
erty and = an 
amount of Cana- 
dian money, as- 
saulted him, and 
fled. 

The victim did 
not suffer any 
physical injuries 
as a result of this 
incident. 

On Feb. 16, in- 
vestigators con- 
ducted a search 


warrant at a 
property in the 
Mclaughlin Road 
and__— Kingknoll 
Drive area and 
located the sus- 
Pee none with a 
oaded firearm 
and the victim’s 
stolen property. 
Jessiah Farrell, 
of Brampton, 
was charged with 
multiple firearm- 
related offences, 
including posses- 
sion of a firearm 
with an altered 
serial number, 
failure to comply 
with a probation 
order, possession 
of a loaded 
firearm and pos- 
session of stolen 


property. 
Farrell ap- 
peared in 


Brampton court 
on Feb. 16 to an- 


swer to the 
charges. 
Anyone with 


additional infor- 
mation regardin 

the case is mod 
to call 22 Divi- 


sion at (905) 
453-3311, ext. 
DO3e, 


Council endorses region’s community safety plan 


Councillors in 
Mississauga __af- 
firmed their com- 
mitment to 
community safety 
Wednesday by 
publicly support- 
ing Peel Region’s 
Community Safety 
and Well-being 
Plan (CSWB). 

“By signing this 
motion, were so- 
lidifying our com- 
mitment to 
community safety 
and well-being for 
everyone in Missis- 
sauga and Peel Re- 
gion. As a City, one 
of our top priorities 
is to ensure that 
Mississauga con- 
tinues to be an ac- 


cessible, safe, in- 
clusive and innova- 
tive community,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “We're 
working with the 
Region, our neigh- 


bouring municipal- 
ities, local 
authorities and 


community _part- 
ners to advance ac- 
tions that bring 
about long-term 
change by address- 
ing issues that are 
negatively affecting 
the community. 
Together, we will 
achieve equity and 
the vision of inclu- 
sion, safety and 
connectedness.” 
The CSWB plan is 


aimed at driving 
collective action to- 
ward creating a 
community where 
everyone feels a 
sense of belonging, 
is safe, has access 
to programs, serv- 
ices and supports, 
and where their 
basic needs are 
met. 

The plan will be 
implemented over 
four years, and will 
be reviewed and 
updated annually. 

“The CSWB plan 
has goals and 
strategies to ad- 
dress the needs of 
youth and families 
in Peel who are af- 
fected by family vi- 


olence, mental 
health, addictions 
and systemic dis- 
crimination,” said 
Ward 9 Councillor 
Pat Saito, who 


brought the mo- 


oe uaa to 
ublic support 
tlie pit es lead: 
ers, we have a 
shared responsibil- 
ity to commit to 
work together in a 


coordinated man- 
ner to create safe 
and healthy neigh- 
bourhoods for our 
residents. 


° 
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$4 million in funding approved through city support program 


by Alex Gregory 


Community 
groups and events 
dealing with 
changes due to the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic have received 
a lifeline, as the City 
of Mississauga ap- 
proved $4 million in 
grant funding to 
help stabilize organ- 
izations throughout 
the city. 

The funding was 
approved at 
Wednesday’s regu- 
larl council meeting, 


with seventy-five 
groups receiving 
funding based on 
their needs related 
to the pandemic. 
Groups that had to 
cancel or modify 
their in-person 
events in response 
to COVID-19 could 
apply for the fund- 
ing, which was dis- 


tributed through 
four project 
streams, including 


arts and culture, 
festival, community 


and cultural proj- 
ects. 

18 festivals in the 
city received fund- 
ing for 2021, includ- 
ing $105,000 for 
the Bollywood Mon- 
ster Mashup, 
$120,000 for Caras- 
sauga, $100,000 for 
Paint The Town Red 
Port Credit and 
$100,000 for the 
Mosaic South Asian 
Heritage Festival. 

Afurther 18 or- 
ganizations received 


funding through the 
city’s Community 
Grants program, in- 
cluding $275,257 in 
multi-year funding 
for the Active Adult 
Centre of Missis- 
sauga, $72,888 for 
the Erin Mills Youth 
Centre, $132,730 
(multi-year) for 
Safe City Missis- 
sauga and $331,859 
(multi-year) for The 
Riverwood Conser- 
vancy. 


12 groups also 


qualified for multi- 
year funding, in- 
cluding $250,000 
for Heritage Missis- 
sauga, $180,000 for 
the Mississauga 
Symphony Orches- 
tra and $130,000 
for Sampradaya 
Dance Creations. 
“Residents of Mis- 
sissauga benefit 
every year from the 
City’s investment in 
our local not-for- 
profit organizations 
that focus on arts, 
culture, heritage 
and community 
programming in 
Mississauga,” said 
the city’s commis- 
sioner of commu- 
nity services, Shari 
Lichterman. “Al- 
though the past year 
has been difficult 
for many, by in- 
creasing the grant 
amounts available 
this year and creat- 
ing a stabilization 
fund, the City of 
Mississauga is com- 
mitted to support- 
ing local 
organizations; it will 
enable them to con- 


tinue providing 
services to the com- 
munity that are 


needed now more 
than ever.” 

City staff also rec- 
ommended during 
Wednesday’s meet- 
ing that the Small 
Project Matching 
Grant Program, 
which increases en- 
gagement between 
groups and_ resi- 
dents in local neigh- 
bourhoods through 
smaller events, con- 
tinue through 2021 
with $30,000 in fi- 
nancial support. 

A total of 
$1,202,266 was dis- 
tributed to groups 
and festivals that 
applied through the 
Community Grant 
Program, while 
$2,803,923 will be 
dispersed among 
the three Cultural 
Grant Programs. 

Festivals that re- 
ceived the funding 
will receive payment 
once they confirm 
the date of their 
event, whether it is 
in-person or virtual. 
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Community _ Serving+the 


Pickup Port credit 


Service 


COMMUNITY PICK UP SERVICE is excited 
to bring local food and parcel pick-up/delivery to 
the Port Credit area. 

Support local business now and in the future with 
COMMUNITY PICK UP SERVICE. 

Food Pick Up / Delivery $5 

Curb-side, groceries, parcels — starting at $5 
Businesses — We are here for you. Contact me 

to discuss how we can bring local delivery to 
your customers. 

I am here to work with you to help make 

local delivery a viable option and 

one your customers will LOVE you for. 


Our website www.communitypickupservice.ca 
Email — communitypickupservice@ gmail.com 
Phone — 647-965-7101 

Various payment options including all 

major credit cards, Tap/Cash at door QR code 

Mention this ad and get 20% off food delivery 
Shop...Buy...Support Local 


PWN February 18, 2021_Layout 1 2/19/2021 1:24 PM Page 13 C3 


ANNIVERSARY 
1961-2021 


B! 
o|T| 


2021 
MAYOR'S 
ANNUAL 
VIRTUAL 
ADDRESS 


HER WORSHIP 
BONNIE CROMBIE 


HER WORSHIP, MAYOR BONNIE CROMBIE 
WILL ADDRESS THE MISSISSAUGA 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY ON THE CITY’S 
SSUES, CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES 
AND GOOD NEWS STORIES 
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Is the freedom of the press in question? 


by E.A. Kerr 

A startling piece of 
information came 
across my social media 
feed the other day — 
"The Trudeau govern- 
ment announces that 
all media outlets will 
require a license to 
distribute content in 
the Web." 

Naturally, I shook 
my head and read it 
again. Could we be fac- 
ing a dark age of jour- 
nalism? 

This topic first came 
to light when Heritage 
Minister Steven Guil- 
beault appeared on 
CTV's Sunday morn- 


ing Question Period 
program, and was 
quoting from a report 
concerning media and 
the web. 

Guilbeault stated 
that all media outlets 
may require a Federal 
license without much 
in the way of elabora- 
tion. 

These statements re- 
ceived nationwide at- 
tention, and I'm sure 
the Prime Minister 
saw this as the wrong 
step to take, given the 
Liberals already 
strained relationship 
with the media here in 


Canada — particularly 
after Trudeau took 
steps to restore trust 
with the media in the 
wake former Prime 
Minister Stephen 
Harper’s attempts to 
shut them out. 

Despite the reversal 
by Guilbeault, one has 
to ask the question — 
where did this come 
from? 

Michelle Rempel 
Garner is the Member 
of Parliament for Cal- 
gary Nose Hill, and 
she first raised this 
issue on a report that 
was published review- 


ing Canada's broad- 
casting laws that 
would see sweeping 
changes to the way we 
operate 

Rempel Garner went 
on to state that, “We 
all should be con- 
cerned at just what 
limits that any govern- 
ment, not just the Lib- 
erals, want to try to 
‘License media’.” 

The report had some 
97 recommendations, 
with some focused on 
major streaming sites 
such as Netflix and 
Amazon Prime, to 
force them to pay HST 


and further support 
Canadian content. 

The recommenda- 
tions also wanted to 
regulate websites and 
determine what a 
trusted news organiza- 
tion is — and if the 
consultations regard- 
ing “Qualified Jour- 
nalism Organizations’ 
were any indication, 
the government still 
doesn’t know. 

In the original inter- 
view by CTV's Evan 
Solomon, Guilbeault 
indicated that the gov- 
ernment was_ just 
doing what other 


counties were doing, 
which is not a strong 
indicator of confi- 
dence. 

We've had a week to 
digest the first com- 
ments by the Minister, 
and Mr. Solomon in- 
vited the Minister back 
on his show to clarify 
his comments. 

The bottom line is 
we all should be 
warned at any govern- 
ment's intention to 
regulate free speech in 
any way, specifically to 
attempt to regulate us 
with licenses. 
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490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


¢ volunteer 


¢ donate funds or food 


¢ hold a food drive 
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A 41 year-old 
Mississauga man 
has been charged 
with numerous 
firearm-related 
offences after 
being pulled over 
for driving im- 

pared, 12 Divi- 
Baas Criminal 
Investigation 
Bureau have re- 
vealed. 

Officers were 
alerted to a man 
driving impaired 
on Feb. $13, 
around 7:40 a.m. 
in the Central 
Parkway — East 
and Rathburn 


‘ —- 
, Po, a. 

c 

s 
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Road East area, 
near Missis- 
sauga’s city cen- 
tre. 

The driver was 
arrested for driv- 
ing while im- 
paired. Officers 
searched his ve- 
hicle and discov- 
ered a_ loaded 
black and silver 
Ruger SR9 9mm, 
a prohibited- 
semi-automatic 
handgun and a 
quantity of a 


substance be- 
lieved to be co- 
caine. 


Rakeshwar 


Mississauga man under arrest after driving impaired 


Kisun, of Missis- 
sauga, was ar- 
rested and 
charged with fur- 
ther offences, in- 
cluding 
possession of a 
controlled sub- 
stance, osses- 
sion of a firearm 
with an altered 
serial number 
and failure to 
comply with de- 
mands. 

He appeared in 
Brampton court 


on Feb. 13 to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 
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WASAGA BEACH 

PEOPLE IN PEEL REGION HAVE HAD A 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WASAGA BEACH 
FOR WELL OVER A CENTURY 


Are you a property owner, seasonal/part time resident 
or perhaps just someone who loves “The Beach” 
and wish to know what is happening in our once 

World Famous Beach Resort? 


Be Aware! Become Engaged! 
What’s Happening in “The Beach’? 


With little or no public engagement, the current mayor & council 
are making decisions and spending taxpayers’ money. 


Changes to the once applauded Downtown Master Plan will effect Wasaga 
Beach for years to come. Our once famous Main Beach Areas are being sliced 
up and offered to developers, forever altering our historic beachfront and what 

it means to you and future generations. 


For the love of Wasaga Beach and your tax dollars... 
Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


Keep up to date with what’s happening at Town Hall, local events 
& initiatives while enjoying Wasaga Beach’s only truly local 
publication delivered to your inbox FREE. 


Simply email info@beachBOOSTER.com with “SUBSCRIBE” 
in the Subject Line. 


Beach BOOSTER Media Group is locally owned 
and operated in Wasaga Beach 

with offices located at: 

1 Market Lane, Suite 10, 

Wasaga Beach, ON. L9Z OB6. 

Phone: 705-241-9762 


Enjoy the current beach BOOSTER here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com 


See LINK to past issues here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com/publications 


Design by Beach BOOSTER Media Group 
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News BUSINESS 


Local facemask distributor hits two million milestone 


by Alex Gregory 

As COVID-19 cases 
continue to surge, a 
local self-storage fa- 
cility celebrated a 
major milestone for 
distribution of certi- 
fied facemasks to 
charitable organiza- 
tions and commu- 
nity groups across 
the province. 


Dymon __ Storage, 
which operates facil- 
ities in Mississauga 
and Etobicoke, an- 
nounced late last 
week that it had 
completed a com- 
mitment to donate 
two million face 
masks to non-profits 
and community 


a oi p to ly 


groups in the GTA 
and Ottawa. 

The company’s ini- 
tiative was under- 
taken to protect 
vulnerable residents 
in the face of rising 
COVID-19 case 
numbers by distrib- 
uting facemasks to 
front line workers 


and clients of chari- 
table organizations 


and community 
groups across On- 
tario. 


The initiative gar- 
nered support from 
local politicians, in- 
cluding MPP Chris- 
tine Hogarth, MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto, 


Councillor James 
Pasternak, and As- 
sociate Minister 
Michael Tibollo, 
who delivered ship- 
ments of the masks 
to over 200 charita- 
ble and community 
organizations _—_in- 


cluding Glob- 
alMedic, Second 
Harvest, Covenant 
House, Canadian 
Mental Health Asso- 
ciation, Canadian 


Red Cross, Diabetes 
Canada, Children's 
Aid Society of 
Toronto, Fred Victor 
Centre, StepStones 
for Youth, PACE In- 


dependent Living, 
Compass Food 
Bank, Seeds of 


Hope, The Ottawa 
Mission, The Ottawa 
Housing Corpora- 
tion, The Elizabeth 
Bruyere Centre, and 
Habitat for Human- 
ity. 

The donation is be- 
lieved to be the 
largest single private 
corporate donation 
of personal protec- 


tive equipment 
(PPE) in the 
province, and sup- 
ports the company’s 
endeavor of helping 
Ontario’s most vul- 
nerable communi- 
ties. 

“We felt that it was 
critically important 
that (Dymon masks) 
be made available to 
protect front line 
workers and clients 
being served’ by 
many important 
local charitable or- 
ganizations and 
community groups, “ 
said Dymon CEO 
Glen Luckman. 

The commercial 
grade face masks are 
individually pack- 
aged and have a five- 
layer construction 
designed to filter at 
least 95 per cent of 
particles to help re- 
duce the exposure to 
airborne contami- 
nants, including the 
COVID-19  Coron- 
avirus. 


Applications open for Starter and Summer Company programs 


Applications are 
now being accepted 
for two major en- 
trepreneur training 
and funding oppor- 
tunities: the Starter 
Company Plus Pro- 
gram and Summer 
Company Program. 

The City’ of 
Brampton an- 
nounced Monday 
that the two pro- 
ae are being of- 

red through the 
Brampton  Entre- 
preneur Centre 
(BEC) to help en- 
trepreneurs start or 
grow their busi- 
nesses. 

The Starter Com- 
pany Plus Program 
provides free train- 
ing, free mentoring, 


and grant opportu- 
nities of up_ to 
$5,000 for eligible 
participants to 
start, expand, or 
buy a small busi- 
ness, and aims to 
address local eco- 
nomic development 
needs and, where 
appropriate, _ fo- 
cuses on specific in- 
dustries and 
sectors. 

Interested partici- 
pants can apply by 
visiting the BEC 
website (bramp- 
ton.ca/bec), con- 
firm their eligibility 
to participate and 
attend a mandatory 
information session 
on Feb. 18 or 23. 

Attendance at the 


info session does 
not guarantee ac- 
ceptance into the 
program or the re- 
ceipt of a program 
grant. 

The Summer 
Company program 
is aimed at help- 
ingstudents, ages 
15 to 29, launch 
and operate a busi- 
ness. 

Throughout the 
summer, students 
take part in train- 
ing covering topics 
such as mastering 
social media, mar- 
keting and sales, 
managing business 
risk, and network- 


ing. 
The deadline for 
applications is Apr. 


19, 2021. 

Aspiring young 
entrepreneurs are 
encouraged to con- 
nect with BEC to 
learn more about 
the application 


—o- 


process. The pro- 
gram will be deliv- 
ered virtually from 
May to Aug. 2021. 
Interested parties 
can register for a 
mandatory  infor- 


mation session on 
Mar. 25 at 3:30 
p.m. Visit bramp- 
ton.ca/bec for more 
information. 


° 
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Region nets United Nations designation for sustainable development 


Peel Region has 
received a coveted 
designation from 
the United Na- 
tions in recogni- 
tion of its work 
promoting — sus- 
tainable develop- 
ment. 

The region an- 
nounced Tuesday 
that it has been 
designated as one 
of the United Na- 
tion’s Regional 
Centres of Expert- 
ise (RCE), which 
recognizes regions 
that have shown 
excellence in sev- 
eral priority areas 
related to sustain- 
able development. 

Peel is among 
four regions 


added to the RCE, 
by a committee of 
peers at a recent 
virtual meeting. 

The other newly 
approved regions 
are Greater 
Phoenix (Ari- 
zona), Nether- 
lands and 
Malaysia. 

“The establish- 
ment of an RCE in 
Peel will allow the 
Region and_ its 
partners to collab- 
orate with the 
global community 
for the mutual 
growth and devel- 
opment of all 
communities,” 
Peel Regional 
Chair Nando Ian- 
nicca said Tues- 


day. “Peel Re- 
gion’s location at 
the heart of the 
Toronto and 
Hamilton Area 
has resulted in a 
community heav- 


ily centered 
around trans- 
portation. Given 


its decades of ex- 
perience as a 
leader in the 
goods movement, 
Peel has much to 
share and learn 
from a global per- 
spective.” 

There are five 
priority areas of 
action for RCEs, 
including advance 
policy by main- 
streaming educa- 
tion for 


sustainable devel- 
opment; trans- 
forming learning 
and training envi- 
ronments; build- 
ing capacities of 
educators and 
trainers; empow- 
ering and mobiliz- 
ing youth; and 
advancing _—_sus- 
tainable solutions 
at the local level. 
In a statement 
Tuesday, the re- 
gion said RCE 
Peel will focus on 
improving goods 
movement and 
sustainable trans- 
portation, as well 
as to form a col- 
laborative entity 
that will help cre- 
ate a healthy and 


sustainable com- 
munity for life for 
Peel residents and 
businesses. 

RCE Peel will 
work with part- 
ners to inform and 
implement strate- 
gies while creating 
opportunities, 
programs, and ed- 
ucational endeav- 
ours that support 
the sustainable 
movement of peo- 
ple and goods. An 
end goal is to in- 
crease climate 
change resiliency 
and allow for eco- 
nomic prosperity 
and a high quality 
of life. 

The region re- 
ceived letters of 


support from four 
universities (York, 
McMaster, Ryer- 
son and Univer- 
sity of Toronto), 
Toronto Regional 
Conservation Au- 
thority, Pembina 
Institute, Loblaws 
Group of Compa- 
nies, Ecosource, 
Supply Chain 
Canada and oth- 
ers. The cities of 
Mississauga, 
Brampton and the 
Town of Caledon 
have also sup- 
ported this initia- 
tive through their 
participation as 
members of the 
Peel Goods Move- 
ment Task Force. 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit. ON. Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 466-019] 


Email Address: 


infofa)zestforliving.ca 


“est for Living 


Port Credit 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 


book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 


Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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LEARNING, EDUCATION 
AND IMAGINATION 


Celebrate Sheridan’s Open Innovation Challenge! 


February 18 | 1-2 p.m. 


Keynote speaker: 
Zahra Ebrahim, CEO & Co-Founder, Monumental 


WERT 3 un 


NE\ N ] S plus HST 50 Weekly issues per year For all the details 
mmm (PUJyearly) = WIN weekly drawpriees WWW.peelweeklynews.com 


BRAMPTON BOARD OF TRADE 


BEA 


BUSINESS EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
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Rogers launches “Cyber Range” training Feds announce further COVID 
platform in Brampton 


The Rogers Cy- 
bersecure Catalyst 
at Ryerson Univer- 
sity announced 
plans last week to 
launch a state-of- 
the-art cybersecu- 
rity and_ testing 
platform in 
Brampton’s_ city 
centre, bringing 
training and test- 
ing to interested 
workers pursuing 
cybersecurity 
courses in Canada. 

The media giant 
announced _ that 
the Catalyst Cyber 
Range, part of Ry- 
erson’s _ offering 
through the Cyber- 
secure Catalyst, 
will offer services 
nationwide, and 
will enable the 


training of new cy- 
bersecurity work- 
ers and the 
upskilling of exist- 
ing cybersecurity 
professionals, and 
will provide oppor- 
tunities for  re- 
search and testing. 

The platform was 
established in 
close collaboration 


with the RHEA 
Group, a_ global 
leader in cyber 
range — technolo- 
gies. 


"Helping protect 
the privacy and se- 
curity of Canadi- 
ans online is 
essential, espe- 
cially as we keep 
shifting to digital 
options as a result 
of the COVID-19 


pandemic, said 
Brampton South 
MP Sonia Sidhu. 

We are position- 
ing Brampton to be 
a leader in this 
space, and I am 
very excited to see 
the benefits that 
this initiative will 
bring to our com- 
munity. 

The new initia- 
tive, which is sup- 


ported through 
Canada's Federal 
Economic Devel- 


opment Agency for 
Southern Ontario, 
allows cybersecu- 
rity students, ex- 
perts, researchers 
and entrepreneurs 
to conduct training 
exercises, test 
products, under- 


take cybersecurity 
research and hone 
their skills against 
real-world cyber- 
security attacks — 
all in simulated 
and safe digital en- 
vironments. 

Organizations of 
all kinds, including 
small businesses, 
will have access to 
state-of-the-art 
testing and train- 
ing technologies 
through the Cata- 
lyst Cyber Range. 

The new Cyber 
Range is exciting 
news for Bramp- 
ton, said Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 

“The Cyber 
Range brings Ryer- 
son's tradition of 
putting re- 
searchers and in- 
dustry leaders 
together to solve 
global challenges 
right here’ in 
Brampton... we are 
building an Inno- 
vation District in 
downtown Bramp- 
ton, and this addi- 
tion moves us one 
step closer to 
growing Brampton 
as a centre of ex- 
cellence in cyber- 
security.” 

For more infor- 
mation about the 
Catalyst Cyber 
Range, visit cyber- 
securecatalyst.ca/c 
atalyst-cyber- 
range. 


rules for int] travellers 


Canada has some 
of the strictest travel 
and border control 
measures in the 
world, ens a 
mandatory 14-day 
quarantine for any- 
one returning 
home. 

As the number of 
new COVID-19 vari- 
ants detected in the 
country increases, 
the federal govern- 
ment announced 
last week that fur- 
ther testing and 
quarantine require- 
ments would be in- 
stituted for 
international travel- 
ers arriving at Cana- 
dian airports and 
inland areas. 

The federal gov- 
ernment said it has 
made arrangements 
to test overseas 
travelers for 
COVID-19 at four 
major airports in 
the country 
(Toronto, Calgary, 
Montreal and Cal- 
gary), beginning on 
Feb. 22. 

Each passenger 
will be dropped off 
at a hotel in Canada 
where they must 
stay for three days, 
and passengers will 
have to pay for the 
test and other re- 
lated costs, which 
can be estimated at 
$2,000 each. 

The government 
has sanctioned se- 
lect hotels near air- 
ports where 
passengers will stay. 
The list of those ho- 
tels will be made 
public on Feb. 18, 
after which the 


hotel can be booked. 
Passengers who test 
negative after three 
days will be able to 
go home, while pas- 
sengers with a posi- 
tive test will have to 
stay under govern- 
ment supervision 
(free) until they are 
cleared negative. 

Individuals com- 
ing through 
Canada's (ground) 
border with the 
United States will 
also be tested for 
the virus, but will 
not have to stay ina 
hotel. 

At the same time 
on Feb. 22, all trav- 
ellers, whether ar- 
riving by land or air, 
will be required to 
submit their travel 
and contact infor- 
mation, including a 
suitable quarantine 
plan, electronically 
via ArriveCAN be- 
fore crossing the 
border or boarding 
a flight. 

Failure to provide 
accurate informa- 
tion will be an of- 
fence under the 
Quarantine Act. In 
addition, violating 
any quarantine or 
isolation instruc- 
tions provided to 
travellers by a 
screening officer or 
quarantine officer 
when enterin 
Canada is an of- 
fence under the 
Quarantine Act and 
could lead to serious 
penalties, including 
6 months in prison 
and/or $750,000 in 
fines. 


iInspittER 


In Celebration of International Women's Day 


March 3, 2021 
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THE VOTES ARE IN 


ARTISTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE: 
A LIVE INDUSTRY SHOWCASE 


Feb. 19th @ 7-9PM EST 


What a talented range of submissions + voices. As we 
predicted, the numbers were incredibly close. Thank you to all 
who supported every Artist for Social Change and helped 
amplify their powerful stories. We don't know about you, but 
each submission is staying in our "Most Listened To" category 
of 2021! Here are the TOP 3 social change artists that have 
been selected by your votes + will continue on to the Live 
Industry Showcase! 
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Region ramps up plan 
for vaccine rollout 


Peel Region is 
pers to vacci- 
nate at least of 75 
per cent of its 
population as 
quickly and 
safely as_possi- 
ble, with the 
most vulnerable 
populations 
given priority, as 
a new mass vac- 
cination plan 
rolled out last 
week. 

The Commu- 
nity Mass Vacci- 
nation Plan, 
discussed at the 
region’s regular 
council meeting 
on  Thursday,t 
details how Peel 
and community 
partners are 
working together 
to vaccinate resi- 
dents. 

The document 
was submitted to 
the province on 
Jan. 31, 2021, 
and details a 
number of initia- 
tives, including 
community vac- 
cination clinics, 
vaccine rollout 
plans and more. 

Two commu- 
nity vaccination 
clinics will open 
later this month 
for groups cur- 
rently prioritized 
for vaccination 
and will run 
when vaccines 
arrive, including 
the Region of 
Peel buildings at 
7120 Hurontario 
Street and 10 
Peel Centre 
Drive in Bramp- 
ton. 

Additional 
clinic locations 
have been final- 
ized and include: 

- Caledon East 
Community 
Complex, 6215 
Old Church 


Road, Caledon 
East 

Brampton 
Soccer Centre, 


1495 Sandal- 
wood Parkway 


East, Brampton 
Paramount 
Fine Foods Cen- 
tre, 5500 Rose 
Cherry Place, 
Mississauga 

In a statement, 
the Region said 
that there may be 
some changes to 
previously  an- 
nounced _ sites, 
and that they are 
continuin to 
work closely with 
municipal part- 
ners and local 
community busi- 
nesses to secure 
more sites across 
Peel. 

“Once details 
on these sites are 
finalized, we will 
publicly commu- 
nicate their loca- 
tions,” the 
Region said 
Thursday. 
“These addi- 
tional clinics will 
serve the priority 
population first 
and will open 
Sr vaccine 
supply is con- 
firmed. They will 
eventually be 
open for the gen- 
eral public by ap- 
pointment, along 
with the other lo- 
cations and op- 
tions including 
hospitals, On- 
tario Health 
teams, primary 
care, ‘and com- 
munity pharma- 
cies.” 

Over 33,000 
doses of vaccine 
have been ad- 
ministered 
across the Re- 
gion, including 
over 8,500 given 
onsite in long- 
term care and 
high-risk retire- 
ment homes. 

The goal is to 
have all long- 
term care and 
high-risk retire- 
ment home sites, 
with both doses 
administered, 
completed by the 
end of Feb. 2021. 
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New smartphone set to screen COVID through blood sample 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Anew smart- rapidly test for searchers, this that another pan- smartphone- ease against exist- 


phone prototype COVID-19. will lead to dis- demic scenario based microscope ing drugs and 
may provide the According to covering an inex- couldonedayrav- that runs on a treatment _ sys- 
key to rapid test- lead researcher pensive and _ age the Earth. conventional USB tems. 
ing for COVID-19, Professor Philip reliablesystemfor Dr. Viktorija power pack,” ac- The researchers 
according to in- Tinnefeld, the detecting COVID- Glembockyte, who cording to an in- said that a special 
ternational re- Chair in Physical 19infections, helped co-author terview with the microscope would 
searchers. Chemistry at which can be per- the report, said Daily Star in the have to be con- 
German re- Ludwig-Maximil- formedathome.  thatintthefuture, U.K. nected to the 
searchers have ians-Universitat The new smart- “Our technology Patientswould smartphone via a 
developed a pro- (LMU), 2020 has phone would be could be utilised be able to check USB cable. When 
totype of asmart- shown the world very useful for for diagnostic their blood at the user exposes 
phone equipped theneedforanew people who livein testseveninareas home and contact the blood sample 
with a microscope and better diag- remote areas and inwhichaccessto the appropriate to a microscope, 


and a DNA an- 
tenna that will be 
able to detect tox- 
ins in the blood. 
According to re- 
searchers, you can 
now sit at home 


nostic system in 
the medical 
world. 

This phone has 
the ability to rec- 
ognize different 
bacteria present 


where test facili- 
ties are not avail- 
able, said 
Tinnefeld, but is 
still in the proto- 
type stage. 

The prototype 


electricity or labo- 
ratory equi ment 
is restricted... we 
have shown that 
we can directly 
detect small frag- 
ments of DNA in 


doctor, according 
to the report. The 
smartphone will 
also identify a su- 
perbug, Victoria 
said. Superbugs 
are germs that 


the DNA-based 
antenna attached 
to the phone will 
be activated. It 
will begin to in- 
vestigate the pres- 
ence of the virus's 


with the help of a in the blood. Ac- was developed in _ blood serum, have acquired the DNA in the blood. 
smartphone to cording to re- part due to fears using a portable, ability to fight dis- 
———— = arn 
; - 
FEBRUARY 20 2021 


REGISTER TODAY AND @ 
START FUNDRAISING! 


nn 
_https://cnoy.org/register 3m 


A coldest 


COMMUNITY | 3 


SERVICES ~ 


PWN February 18, 2021_Layout 1 2/19/2021 1:25 PM Page 23 


—e— 


Feb. 18, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 23 


Expanding Broadband Connectivity in Dufferin County 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Canada and On- 
tario are delivering 
on their commit- 
ment to create even 
more economic and 
educational oppor- 
tunities in rural, re- 
mote and 
underserved areas 
of the province 
through an im- 
proved, modern 
broadband net- 
work in Southwest- 
ern Ontario. 

Lloyd Longfield, 
MP for Guelph, and 
myself, on behalf of 
Ernie Hardeman, 
Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, this 
week announced 
the beginning of 
construction of up 
to $10.4 million in 
broadband _ infra- 
structure to con- 
nect 1,663 more 
homes and_busi- 
nesses in Dufferin 
County to fast, reli- 
able internet. 

The Governments 
of Canada and On- 
tario have each 
committed up to 
$2.4 million to 


projects that will 
create more eco- 
nomic and educa- 
t ion a 
opportunities in 
rural, remote and 
underserved areas 
of Southwestern 
Ontario through an 
improved, modern 
broadband internet 
network. 

The first project is 
valued at $829,000 
and will deliver re- 
liable internet ac- 
cess to 301 homes 
and businesses in 
the community of 


Mansfield. 
Construction of 
the infrastructure is 


expected to be 
complete with full 
service available by 
Mar.2022. 

The contracts to 
expand high-speed 
fibre-optic broad- 
band services in 
Dufferin County 
were awarded by 
Southwestern Inte- 
grated Fibre Tech- 
nology (SWIFT) 
Inc, a not-forprofit 
corporation initi- 
ated by local mu- 


nicipalities to ad- 
dress connectivity 
in Southwestern 
Ontario. 

“I have been a 
long-time advocate 
for universal inter- 
net access and 
through this invest- 
ment, I am happy 
to see that we are 
one step closer to 
achieving this 
goal,” said Long- 
field, on behalf of 
the Honourable 
Maryam Monsef, 
Minister for 
Women and Gen- 
der Equality and 
Rural Economic 
Development. “I 
am proud of the 
work our govern- 
ment has done, in 
collaboration with 
our partners, to 
work towards our 
goal of ensuring all 
Canadian homes 
and businesses 
across Canada are 
connected and have 
access to high- 
speed internet. It is 
our government’s 
priority for each 
and every Canadian 


to have quick, reli- 
able internet serv- 
ice, so. that they 
may have access to 
essential services 
that are critical to 
ensuring the 
health, safety, and 
wellbeing of their 
families.” 

“The beginning of 
construction of 
broadband _ infra- 
structure in Duf- 
ferin County is an 
important step for- 
ward in our plan to 
deliver broadband 
that supports better 
educational oppor- 
tunities, attracts 
more _ businesses 
and creates jobs,” 
said Hardeman. 
“Tt’s essential that 
we continue to ex- 

and access to 

roadband internet 
in our rural and re- 
mote areas, be- 
cause the internet 
has become a vital 
tool for use by resi- 
dents and_ busi- 
nesses on a daily 
basis.” 

“At a time when 
people are depend- 


ing more on broad- 
band and_ having 
access to highspeed 
internet, I am 
pleased to see the 
construction phase 
begin in Dufferin 
County,” said 
Jones. “Our gov- 
ernment is com- 
mitted to 
expanding broad- 
band internet ac- 
cess and these two 
projects etting 
started will  in- 
crease access to re- 
liable internet 
services for many 
households in our 
community.” 

“In a time when 
access to fast and 


dependable con- 
nectivity is more 
important than 
ever, SWIFT is 
pleased to  an- 
nounce construc- 
tion is now 


underway to bring 
high-speed internet 
services to many 
more residents and 
businesses in Duf- 
ferin County,” said 
David Mayberry, 
SWIFT Board 


Chair. “(The gov- 
ernments of On- 
tario and Canada) 
continue to work 
together to expand 
broadband services 
across Southwest- 
ern Ontario to fur- 
ther support and 
drive economic de- 
velopment 
throughout our re- 
gion.” 

Work continues 
to bridge the gaps 
in broadband ac- 
cess in Southwest- 
ern Ontario, as part 
of a combined fed- 
eral — provincial in- 
vestment of more 
than $191 million 
to bring fast, reli- 
able and affordable 
internet to thou- 
sands of homes and 
businesses. 

This will allow 
communities to at- 
tract new develop- 
ment, strengthen 
local economies 
and create more 
well-paying jobs 
and opportunities 
in rural Ontario. 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Valentine’s Day in Mississauga - Helping Those in Need 


by William Graham 


It was Valentine’s 
Day in Mississauga. 

At 5:30 a.m., the 
plows and salt trucks 
were busy plowing 
and sanding the 
streets, sidewalks 
and bus shelters. 

The plow did block 
in my free food table 
on Dundas Street, 
but the sidewalk was 
clear. Filled the 
Dundas table, then 
went to the DAM 
(Youth Centre) table 
to fill it. 

A family from St. 
John of The Cross 
Church said they 
would meet me at 
the DAM table at 6 
a.m. I went to the 
DAM table and filled 
it up and they ar- 
rived. When they 
opened the back of 
their SUV, I thought, 
“Where will we put 
all of this?” 


There were boxes 
of sandwiches (40 — 
50) made up of 
meals in plastic con- 
tainers with every- 
thing, containers of 
protein bars, Cases 
of water, juice packs, 
bags of apples, a box 
of canned food and 
bottles of jam. 

We put all we 
could on the table 
and put the rest in 
my car. I went to the 
Dundas table when 
they left and loaded 


it up. 

I still had a lot left 
to put out later today 
and tomorrow. 
However, both ta- 
bles will be empty in 
a few hours. 

There are a lot of 
folks in need. Noth- 
ing gets a chance to 
freeze or go bad. 

The family that did 
this, the parents and 


son and daughter, 
put the lunches to- 
gether with love and 
came out on this 
very cold Valentine's 
Day morning to de- 
liver them. 

I am_ humbled, 
thankful and grate- 
ful for the love and 
generosity I have 
seen from people 
since we started the 
table last March. 

It is a good world 
with a lot of good 
and caring people. 
Thank you for what 


you do. 
Both tables use 
1,800 - 2,000 


pounds of food a 
week, and the Lord, 
through many 
sources, ensures that 
we always _ have 
enough to fill the 
table. We have to be 
grateful. 


One — gentleman 


was at the Dundas 
table and enjoying 
one of the meals, 
which has a boiled 
egg. He was well 
bundled up and had 
spent the night out- 
side. 

I told him about 
the Family Shelter 
on Lakeshore, and 
he said he didn’t 
know it was open. 
They are open, but 
people have to know 
about it. 

We are told that 
our role in _ life 
should be to help 
our neighbour and 
those in need. The 
Knights of Colum- 
bus motto says it 
well, especially in 
these times: "Leave 
no neighbour be- 
hind." 

These nights are 
too cold. 


Submitted Photo 


Earlier this week, 
Brampton’s own 
Haviah Mighty 
shared “Obeah," a 
song that pays 
homage to both her 
Caribbean heritage 
and her deep trust 
in her inner circle, 
particularly her 
family. 

It's a song about 
knowing who to 
trust and reflects 
one of Haviah's 
core beliefs: the en- 
ergy you allow to 
surround you dic- 
tates your reality. 
Produced by her lit- 
tle brother (Mighty 
Prynce) and featur- 
ing a cameo by her 
father in the video, 
"Obeah" is a full 
Mighty family af- 
fair. 

“I've navigated 
life off the strength 
of my parents’ 
teachings, and one 
of those notable 


teachings is to be 
mindful of the com- 
pany you keep and 
of those you call 
your friends. Being 
of Caribbean de- 
scent, I’ve heard 
many stories 
throughout my life 
of 'Obeah man’ and 
‘Obeah ~=woman' 
from family and 
friends, 'Obeah' 
being an_ occult 
power and cele- 
brated secret reli- 
gion that disturbs 
the natural flow of 
events by way of 
spells, spirituality 
and hidden prac- 
tices,” Haviah said 
on the song’s inspi- 
ration. 

“Though difficult 
to define, it is a re- 
ligion of resistance, 
a belief that you can 
manipulate yours 
or other peoples’ 
destinies - often 
used in the context 


of those people that 
are close to you but 
aspire to cause 
harm to you by 
thought or action. 
This song, using 
this Jamaican ref- 
erence, speaks di- 
rectly to the idea 
that the energy 
around you can 
bring you down, 
and that sometimes 
it's those that are 
closest to you that 
you need to be 
aware of. This 
theme is one many 
can relate to as they 
grow within their 
chosen realms.” 
Since last Novem- 
ber, Haviah has 
been rolling out 
singles each month 
tackling everything 
from the Atlantic 
slave trade, "At- 
lantic," to coping 
with the isolation of 
lockdown, "Antiso- 
cial feat. Old Man 


Brampton’s Haviah Mighty pays tribute to heritage 


Saxon," and rising 
to the "Occasion" to 
meet her potential. 

These singles are 
the first taste of 
new material from 
Haviah since her 
breakthrough 2019 
Polaris Prize-win- 
ning album, 13th 
Floor. 

The project won 
her the honor of 
being the first Hip 
Hop artist as well 
as the first Black 
woman to win the 
prestigious award. 

She describes the 
enforced solitude of 
lockdown as not an 
obstacle, but “a 
window of im- 
mense  opportu- 
nity” to develop the 
art that has always 
been a realization 
of deep contempla- 
tion and self-exam- 
ination. 
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Birthday tributes continue to pour in for legendary Mayor 


by E.A. Kerr 


It was a banner 
celebration this 
weekend, as for- 
mer Mississauga 
Mayor Hazel Mc- 
Callion received 
numerous acco- 
lades and _ well- 
wishes from 
supporters 
throughout Peel 
Region and beyond 
during her 100th 
birthday this past 
weekend. 

The day began 
with a parade 
helmed by repre- 
sentatives from 
Mississauga Fire 
and Police, who 


drove past her 
house in 
Streetsville with a 
celebratory “so- 


cially-distanced” 
parade, while fel- 
low Mississauga 
resident and entre- 


preneur Mo- 
hammed Faikh, of 
Paramount Fine 


Foods, delivered a 
special centennial 
ice sculpture for 
her house. 

The tributes, 
which included of 
comments from 
well-wishers and 
dignitaries, show 
how much McCal- 


lion means to Mis- 
sissauga, Peel, the 
GTA and Canada. 
While media outs 
such as ourselves 
published and 
posted our own 
tribute (the most 
successful week- 
end on _ social 
media in our his- 
tory), many others 
spent months in 


preparation for 
this weekend. 
I'm sure’ we 


would have all pre- 
ferred to see her 
live at several 
events around the 
city, giving all their 


chance to pay trib- 
ute to this great 
lady. 

The City of Mis- 
sissauga, the Mis- 
sissauga Arts 
Council and Her- 
itage Mississauga, 
Paint the Town 
Red, all held very 
impressive virtual 
presentations, 
which were 
watched by thou- 
sands. 

The largest trib- 
ute was put on by 
the Mississauga 
Arts Council, and 
included tributes 
from far and wide. 


Birthday 
Hazel McCallion 


Seven traditional treats to warm you up this winter 


More than any 
other time of year, 
our winter holidays 
are steeped in tradi- 
tion. 

Maybe because the 
cold, dark winter 
makes us want to in- 
dulge in every com- 
fort we can find, 
especially those that 
call up happy mem- 
ories of family and 
good times. 

These eight tradi- 
tional treats are 
guaranteed to make 
you feel warm and 
cozy, no matter 
what thecelebration 
is. 

Eggnog: The “nog” 
in eggnog is thought 
to have originated 
from the word “nog- 


gin,” meaning a 
small wooden mug 
used to serve alco- 
hol. 

The original Me- 
dieval eggnog wasn’t 
the boozy beverage 
we're familiar with 
today, but since the 
18th century, the 
heady combination 
of eggs, cream, 
sugar, and alcohol 
(with a wisp of 
freshly grated nut- 
meg on top) has 
been synonymous 
with the holidays. 

Hot buttered rum: 
It’s cold out, so 
drinking somethin 
hot is a given. An 
it’s the holidays, soa 
little alcohol is a 
worthwhile indul- 


gence. And, since 
you're drinking al- 
cohol anyway, you 
may as well up the 
decadence factor 
and add_ butter, 
sugar, and spices for 
a to-die-for hot but- 
tered rum. 
Shortbread cook- 
ies: Whether or not 
you had a Scottish 
granny (but espe- 
cially if you did), 
shortbread is a nat- 
ural part of holiday 
get-togethers. 
Whether you 
choose to supple- 
ment yours with rice 
flour, semolina or 
just use plain old 
white flour, the sim- 
ple flavours of but- 
ter and sugar baked 


together are sure to 
conjure up thoughts 
of the holiday sea- 
son. 

Peanut brittle: 
Put your teeth to the 
test with old-fash- 
ioned peanut brit- 
tle—an _ addictive 
treat that’s surpris- 
ingly simple to pre- 
pare with the help of 
a candy thermome- 
ter and well-but- 
tered baking sheets. 

This is one time 
that corn syrup— 
both dark and 
light—is pretty 
much the best thing 
ever. 

You can mix u 
the flavours wit 
both salted and un- 
salted peanuts. 


—o- 


Almond crescents: 
Known as Viennese 
crescents, these 
light and simple al- 
mond cookies 
dusted with pow- 
dered sugar are an 
Austrian specialty. 
They freeze well, so 
feel free to bake a 
batch and_ thaw 
when needed. 

Gingerbread: 
Whether you shape 
it into houses, peo- 
ple or, well, what- 
ever shape your 
cookie cutters hap- 
ie to be, ginger- 

read—fragrant 
with ginger, cinna- 
mon, and cloves— 
will make your 
entire home smell 
like Christmas and 


provide an _after- 
noon of fun as you 
decorate your cook- 
ies however you like. 
Fudge: Fudge 
makes eating butter 
a legitimate activity. 
Go with classic 
chocolate or vanilla, 
get your Canadian 
on with maple, or go 
truly nuts with co- 
conut white choco- 
late mcadamia 
nut—there are so 
many creative varia- 
tions that it’s really 
impossible to make 
just a single flavour. 
Consider this your 
permission to make 
multiple batches 
and try them all. 
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Behind The Scenes... Visual Arts Brampton 


by E.C. Munson 

While it is a bit early for lemonade season, you might wonder 
if this not-for-profit organization realizes that. 

Visual Arts Brampton, turning 35 years old in 2021, has been 
steadily working away at providing their membership and the 
larger community with a number of virtual activities during the 
pandemic. 

It might not be business as usual, but they are using their 
lemons to make some mighty good lemonade while making the 
best of these difficult days for their members and Brampton. 

I had enjoyed tremendously VAB’s Open Studio, offered two 
days a week when we could physically meet in their space at 1 
Bartley Bull Parkway in the plaza across from Shoppers World. 

With different artists supervising or on hand to consult, Fili- 
mena Kandola on Tuesdays and Zan Barrage on Thursdays, 
those four hours just sped away as people worked on their dif- 
ferent projects. 

What a wonderful way to access studio space for your own 
ae practice and to enjoy the camaraderie of like-minded peo- 
ple. 
Recognizing that these bonds and the opportunity to enjoy 
the creative arts are so important for people’s well-being, VAB 
continued to offer Open Studio virtually, twice weekly to mem- 
bers. Paint Nights, regular classes, and workshops also were all 
moved online to Zoom classes and virtual event programming. 

With a tremendous amount of their offerings being for chil- 
dren, adolescents, and young adults, VAB at first continued 
their early 2020 classes with online video instruction for these 
ages. 

They also added some highly innovative virtual programming 


as outreach to the community. 

By the early summer of last year, all their arts instruction 
moved to the Zoom platform. 

Recently, VAB received a certificate from the city of Brampton 
recognizing the arts organization for its efforts in supporting 
the City of Brampton’s united response to help the community 
deal with the impacts of COVID-19. 

Kudos indeed for them, as they obviously have upheld their 
mandate to “maintain a positive, supportive community that 
elles and encourages creativity in artists of all ages and skill 

evels”. 

In fact, VAB was ranked in the top 10 of the most popular kids 
activities in Brampton, according to the website Canadian Kids 
Activities. 

www.canadiankidsactivities.com/directory/location/on- 
tario/peel/brampton/most- popular/2020/. 

While adult classes are offered by several different artists-in- 
structors in various media, such as watercolour, soft pastels, 
mixed-media, oil, charcoal, and pencil, the ongoing classes or 
workshops for children, adolescents, and young adults remain 
the backbone of the VAB programming. 

Working with the City of Brampton, the Boys and Girls Club 
of Peel’s Family Program, and the Peel School Board, plus 
counting VAB’s own offerings, President and Studio Manager 
Matt Czolij, estimates that almost 900 people have accessed all 
these programs since Apr. 2020. 

As part of Visual Arts Brampton’s mandate to foster and en- 
courage artistic potential, their members and local artists may 
exhibit their work in the Artway Gallery located in Shoppers 
World Brampton, VAB’s primary gallery space, at no cost. 

A second tier of shows are juried and curated into their Art- 
way Invitational Gallery space. 

Both galleries may now be viewed virtually by visiting 
www.visualartsbrampton.com/exhibits/artway-invitational. 

So, whether you want to develop your artistic skills, to create 
with like-minded individuals, or to exhibit your work — join the 
Visual Arts Brampton community and get engaged. In fact, 
their upcoming world-wide contest is the perfect chance to try 
them out! 

VAB presents the Snail Mail World Postcard Art Show! Cre- 
ative people from the four corners of the world are invited to 
mail in or electronically submit postcard size 4x6 inch original 
artworks for this competition. Initially started over 20 years 
ago and brought back in 2016 to celebrate VAB’s 30th anniver- 
sary, over 2,000 entries from all over the world have been re- 
ceived since its inception. 
www.visualartsbrampton.com/exhibits/snail-mail. 

Lemonade, any one? 
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Community foundation opens grant process for local orgs 


Registered chari- 
table organizations 
serving residents 
in Mississauga can 
apply for a grant 
through the Com- 
munity Founda- 


tion of 


Mississauga’s 2021 

rant rogram, 
which: epane this 
week. 

The local founda- 
tion announced 
this week that it 
will make more 
than $600,000 in 
grants to local Mis- 
sissauga charities 
through applica- 
tions available on 
their website. 

An additional 
$400,000 will be 
invested in chari- 
ties through grants 
made directly from 
the Community 
Foundation of Mis- 
sissauga’s donor 
directed funds. 


“Through the 
support of our gen- 
erous donors, we 
are able to make 
vital grants to pro- 
grams and projects 
across Missis- 
sauga’s charitable 
sector that make a 
significant im- 
pact,” says Anne 
Marie Peirce, Pres- 
ident & CEO of the 
Community Foun- 
dation of Missis- 
sauga. 


“Through = our 
granting program, 
we help _ build 


strong and resilient 
places to live, work 
and play, and 
where _ everyone 
can have a chance 
to succeed.” 
Current grants 
are available to or- 
ganizations serving 
Mississauga and 
providing pro- 
grams and services 


for children and 
youth, health, 
human _ services, 
anti-poverty, com- 
munity building, 
neighbourhood 
projects, arts, cul- 
ture, heritage, the 
environment, food 
security, and more. 
The deadline to 
submit an applica- 
tion for a grant is 
Friday, Mar. 12, at 
5 p.m. 

2021 grants are 
considered based 
on applications to 
the Smart and Car- 
ing Children and 
Youth Fund, the 
Hazel McCallion 
Fund for Arts, Cul- 
ture and Heritage 
and the Pendle 
Fund. 

New this year are 
grants made 
through the Novo 
Nordisk Diabetes 
and Obesity Fund, 


with grants being 
made across two 
streams: Healthy 
and 


Mississauga 
Health Equity. 
Applications and 
full details about 
the funds receiving 


applications are 
available through 
the Foundation’s 
website CFofM.org 


by visiting the 
pages for grant 
seekers. 


Since 2006, the 


foundation has 
granted more than 
$20 million for the 
benefit of charities 
playing vital criti- 
cal roles with proj- 
ects and programs 
across all sectors. 


Focus on Film Forum - The Slamdance Film Festival 
is a Credible One 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


Oscar shortlist 
candidates, industry 
alumni and more 
were on-hand to cel- 
ebrate some of the 
best in America film 
last week during the 
the Slamdance Film 
Festival. 

The festivall, 
which takes place 
annually in Park 
City, Utah every 
February, occurs at 
the same place and 
time as the Sun- 
dance Film Festival 
every year; but only 


down the _ street 
from it. 
The  Slamdance 


Film Festival was es- 


tablished to counter 
act it! 

This film festival 
lives by the mantra: 
“A film festival by 
filmmakers for film- 
makers”. The Slam- 
dance Film Festival 
has an impressive 
list of Alumni. They 
include: Bon Joon 
Ho (Parasite); Rian 
Johnson (Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi); The 
Russo Brothers: 
(Avengers: End 
Game); Lena Dun- 
ham (Girls); Ari 


Aster (Midsummer); 
Jon M. Chu (Crazy 
Rich Asians), and; 
Christopher Nolan 


(Tenet; The Dark 
Knight; Inception), 
amongst others. 
The aim of this 
film festival is for 
audience members, 
filmmakers, festival 
programmers, and 
industry profession- 
als to mingle in the 
same hallways and 
to sit side by side in 
screening rooms to 
discover the next 
generation of cin- 
ema talent. This 
year, it takes place 
through Feb. 25. 
There are 25 fea- 
ture films and 107 
shorts that will be 
exhibited during the 


course of the festi- 
val. This year, there 
will be an inaugural 
Unstoppable Pro- 
gram, featuring 22 
short films from up 
and coming disabled 
filmmakers and 
showcase actors 
with disabilities or 
highlight the con- 
versation of disabili- 
ties in today’s world. 

I had the privilege 
of watching “Feeling 
Through” on Feb. 15 
— a film that is on 
the Oscar nomina- 
tion short list! 

It is a poignant 
story about a 
teenager who self- 
lessly helps a blind 
and deaf man arrive 
to his destination by 
bus. 

The teenager, him- 
self, is texting a fe- 
male friend if he can 
sleep over at her 
place. After some 
procrastination, she 
texted him back 


telling him that she 
is “going to bed.” 
This happens at 1:30 
a.m. 

The bus arrives 
and he sits the 
deaf/blind man on 
an empty seat at the 
front of the bus near 
the bus driver. The 
teenager informs the 
bus driver that the 
deaf/blind man 
needs to be tapped 
on the shoulder 
when the _ bus 
reaches 129th Street. 

When the teenager 
exits the bus, he 
spots another home- 
less man sleeping on 
the side of the street. 

The teenager 
reaches out and puts 
a ten-dollar bill in 
the cup where the 
homeless man col- 
lects money. The 
teenager then walks 
away. 

He was a good 
Samaritan twice in 
one night. We do not 


know if he, himself, 
will have a place to 
sleep for the rest of 
the night. 

This movie pulls 
on the heartstrings 
because it is a story 
of compassion and 
selflessness. I can 
see why it may get 
nominated for an 
Oscar. 

This short film 
shows why the 
Slamdance ‘Film 
Festival is not just 
another secondary 
film festival that has 
little to no merit. 
The alumni list, and 
just this movie, 
shows why this film 
festival has credibil- 
ity. 
If you have a 
chance, try to see at 
least one movie by 
visiting their website 
at slamdance.com. 

You can reach me 
by emailing filmfo- 
cuspeel@gmail.com. 
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Health and Wellness - Harnessing Energy 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


Do you know how 
powerful energy is? 
Everything has en- 
ergy. 

The earth rotates. 
The moon moves. 
We rotate around 
the sun. Animals 
live and_ breathe. 
Water moves. 
Storms happen. So 
many things we 
know nothing about 
happen on_ this 
earth. 

As humans, we 
project energy all the 
time — sometimes 
good and_ other 


times not so good. 
We are surrounded 
by energy as our 
aura and depending 


on what we are 
going through, our 
aura changes. 

When we are feel- 
ing good and 
healthy, so is our 
aura nice and large. 
We are angry or hat- 
ing something, our 
aura is very closed 
off and like a porcu- 
pine and we can hurt 
the ones around us. 

Not only do we 
physically feel our 
energies but we feel 
through our 
thoughts, feelings 
and emotions. The 
more we feel down 
the more our ener- 
gies correspond to 
what we are feeling. 


I used to do my 
meditation classes 
and my third class, I 
got my students to 
close their eyes and 
just feel their energy 
and to see what 
colour they are. 

Colours have their 
own energy which 
will usually tell us 
how we are feeling. I 
got them to open 
their eyes and talk 
about what they felt. 

The second part of 
this was that I asked 
them to close their 
eyes again and 
slowly turn to the 
person on one side 
of them. 

I asked them to 


feel what they saw 
there. Then they 
had to come back to 
themselves and they 
were different. 

Next, they had to 
turn to the person 
on the other side and 
do the same. Again, 
when they came 
back to themselves, 
they were again dif- 
ferent. I got them to 
talk about this when 
they opened their 
eyes. 

It is important to 
know that people 
around you can 
change you through 
their energies. 

Not only other 
people but what is 
happening in the 
world and to our 
earth. Anything that 
is disturbing the 
world and earth will 
affect us. 

We are all part of 
this and what is hap- 
pening around us. 

So how can we 
help ourselves? We 
can be mindful of 
how we are feeling 
and what we are 
going through. 

Being mindful 
sometimes can be 
difficult but it is a 
practice of learning 
to know ourselves — 
the one person we 
will be with our en- 
tire life. 


Find ways to keep 
yourself happy and 
then project that. 
Know that everyone 
is feeling what you 
are feeling. 

When I worked in 
an office, I made 
sure I made my peo- 
ple laugh and not be 
as serious. We still 
got the job done but 
they weren't as 
stressed. 

I remember one of 
women I used to do 
this to told me after 
I retired that she 
missed my laugh the 
most. 

What a wonderful 
thing to be remem- 
bered for. I always 
made sure I went 
around first thing 
and just said good 
morning to everyone 
in my group. 

There was one per- 
son who didn’t want 
to change and of 
course, I couldn’t do 
anything for him. I 
worked closely with 
him. After being re- 
tired for five years, I 
had an interaction 
with my old group 
and the one who 
didn’t want to 
change was exactly 
the same. 

I could still feel the 
same feelings now as 
I did when I worked 
for him. I feel sorry 


for him because he 
never gave up this 
energy even though 
we weren’t working 
together any longer. 

There are so many 
times in our lives 
when our energies 
won't be recipro- 
cated or we would be 
forced to go a differ- 
ent path, but that is 
life. Your energy is 
your own not some- 
one else’s to control. 

Your thoughts, 
also your feelings 
and emotions, are 
yours to be mindful 
of. Time is going by 
so decide how and 
where you will ex- 
tend your energies. 

Your choice and 
not theirs to direct. 

I will not be in con- 
tact with this person 
so in that way it will 
be easier to choose 
what I want for my- 
self and what is the 
best for me. 

For those who are 
still in this type of 
energy situation you 
need to be kinder to 
themself so it won’t 
matter what the 
other one wants. 
They will continue to 
live their choices. 

So, again, be kind 
to yourself and live 
healthier and hap- 
pier. 


School routes revise MiWay service after holiday 


Service on nine 
300-series school 
routes in Missis- 
sauga will introduce 
additional supple- 
mentary trips and 
will revise its rout- 
ing, MiWay an- 
nounced late last 
week. 

The transit 
provider said in a 


statement Friday 
that, in addition 
customer demand 


and road construc- 
tion, on Feb. 22, sev- 
eral routes will have 
changes to its sched- 
uling and routing, 
including: 

- Route 44 Missis- 
sauga Road will have 


revised routing due 
to construction on 
Mississauga Road 

. Route 53 
Kennedy will have 
revised routing and 
travel to Cooksville 
GO 

Wearing a_ face 
covering is still re- 
quired under the 
city’s by-law in all in- 
door pa spaces, 
including when rid- 
ing on MiWay and 
inside transit termi- 
nal buildings. 

Children under the 
age of two and peo- 
ple with disabilities 
or other medical 
conditions that pre- 
vent them from 


wearing a face cover- 
ing are not required 
to wear one. 

Customers are en- 
couraged to use 
PRESTO as a con- 
tactless way to pa 
for their ride. Wit 
PRESTO, your 
transfer is active for 
two hours from 
when you first tap 
your card on the bus 
(and you don’t need 
a paper transfer). 

More information 
about these service 
changes can be 
found by visiting 
miway.ca/students 
or  miway.ca/up- 
dates. 


° 
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Indian Grocery 
Fresh Fruits & Vegetables 
at Wholesale Prices 
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NAVAL / ASHOK 
dundasfruits@hotmail.com 309 ” 897 " 1944 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 


Rabba joins in 
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food to hungry kids 


Employees of 
Rabba Fine Foods 
cheered on a cus- 
tomer this past 
weekend as_ the 
company joins in- 
dustry peers in the 


annual Toonies 
for Tummies pro- 
gram, which ran 
through Feb. 18. 


Organized _ by 
The Grocery 
Foundation, the 


program has 
helped to raise 
more than $90 
million since 
1979. 

Rabba continued 
its annual Toonies 
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for Tummies pro- 
gram to help fund 
nutritious meals 
for school-aged 
children across 
Canada. 

The annual pro- 


gram has raised 
more than $90 
million to date for 
the cause. 
Through Feb. 18, 
Rabba_ personnel 
invited customers 
to consider dona- 
tions at point of 
purchase with the 
company pre- 
pared to top off 
the final amount 
with a donation 
from its Rabba 
Roots Community 
Program. 

“Food insecurity 
is an extremely 


important issue, 
especially in our 
regions,” says 


Rick Rabba, presi- 
dent and CEO of 
Rabba Fine Foods. 
“It’s become even 
more pressing 
over the past year 


dustry-wide effort to deliver 


and were doing 
everything we can 
to be present for 
our neighbours 
when they need us 
most. We're grate- 
ful for the work of 


The Grocery 
Foundation and 
are pleased to 
support them 
once more.” 

Rabba first par- 
ticipated in 


Toonies for Tum- 
mies in 2015 and, 
after six years, the 
company and its 
customers have 
raised close to 
$30,000 for the 
program to date. 
For more infor- 
mation on the ini- 
tiative, visit 
groceryfounda- 
tion.com. 


VE 
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Mississauga 


Arts 


Council 


BIT.LY/MACTDCULTURELAB 
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Startup Peel goes virtual to celebrate Int’l Women’s Day 


2020 was a year 
of | unexpected 
challenges to 
businesses of all 
size, with many 
organizations 
seeing an even 
greater impact on 
Women’s _ busi- 
nesses and the 
progress in 
women empow- 
erment. 

No greater area 
saw more impact 
than the under- 
served commu- 
nity with the 
most dispropor- 
tionately — bur- 
dened by the 
economic and so- 
cial impacts of 


COVID-19 than 
Women from all 
walks of life. 
Existing in- 
equalities deep- 
ened by the 
pandemic also 


presented oppor- 
tunities to create 
change and acti- 
vate programs 
globally. 

One such pro- 


Innocent 
ten chores nesek ies We are all our stories 


gram is_ the 
Startup Peel Ig- 
nite Startup 


Women initiative 
to help women 
entrepreneurs 
move their busi- 
ness forward 
using an online 
accelerator deliv- 
ery model. 
Fundraising 
and sponsorship 
have commenced 
to make this pro- 
gram a reality. 
2021 will be a 
year of recovery 
activation on all 
levels for all en- 
trepreneurs and 


businesses af- 
fected by 
COVID1i9__—with 


Women entrepre- 
neurs at the fore- 
front of the 
mission. Let us 
take this time to 
create allies and 
forge on together. 


The Startup 
Peel IWD2021 
virtual  confer- 


ence will cover all 
topics from busi- 


ness ___ resilience 
resources to pro- 
tecting your busi- 
ness online and 
thriving in 2021 
and beyond. 

A two-day event 
will be hosted 
virtually on Mar. 


11 and 12. 
Admission is 
free for the two- 
day event, though 
donations of $25 
will be accepted 
to cover the cost 
of Women’s Pro- 
gramming, anda 


waiting to take form 


by 
Pens making, for words 
Brishes bape iis eae 


$75 donation will 
cover costs for 
programming 
and a pitch prize 
pack that will be 
given to partici- 
pants in the an- 
nual pitch 
competition. 


sions teat | Marc a 


For more infor- 
mation or to get 
tickets, visit the 
IWD registration 


site at 
ow.ly/nTHo50D 
A6OH. 
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Make Your Own High-Protein Spinach Wraps at Home! 


If you order a 
spinach and feta 
wrap from Star- 
bucks every day, it’s 
time to rethink this 
morning habit. 

While we appreci- 
ate the “cage-free 
eggs” and 19 grams 
of protein this con- 
venient option of- 
fers, the wrap 
contains a number 
of preservatives and 
36 per cent of your 
recommended 
sodium for the 
whole day. 

We were thrilled 
to find a homemade 
option that’s lower 
in calories and carbs 
and free of preserv- 
atives. 

Just like the origi- 
nal, this recipe is 
easy to enjoy on the 
go — and even cook 
up in advance for a 
busy morning. And 
once we took a bite, 
we were delighted 
that the flavor and 
texture of this 
homemade hack 


was far more satis- 
fying than the fast- 
food order. 

This is a_ great 
recipe to freeze and 
make in advance. To 
freeze, allow the 
wrap to cool, then 
store in a zip-lock 
bag or plastic wrap. 
To reheat, mi- 
crowave on high for 
four minutes. 


Ingredients (for 
one serving - scale 
up for multiple 
servings): 


- one seven-inch 

whole-wheat tortilla 
1/4 cup sliced 

mushrooms 

- 1/4 teaspoon 
black pepper 

- two cups of fresh 
spinach 

- one large egg, 
plus one egg white, 
lightly whisked 

- two tablespoons 
crumbled low-fat 
feta cheese 

- one tablespoon 
sun-dried tomatoes, 


chopped 
Instructions: 


Place the tortilla 
on a microwave-safe 

late and heat on 

igh for one minute. 

Coat a small skillet 
with cooking spray, 
then place it over 
medium heat. Sauté 
the mushrooms and 
pepper for two min- 
utes. 

Stir in the spinach 
and sauté for an- 
other one to two 
minutes, or until 
wilted. 

Add the eggs and 
cook, stirring often 
until they are set, 
about two minutes. 

Place the egg 
scramble in the cen- 
ter of the tortilla, 
then top it with the 
crumbled feta and 
sun-dried tomatoes. 
To wrap, fold up one 
end, then both 
sides. Serve imme- 
diately or wrap in 
foil and take to go. 
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It Isn’t Football Season Without This Nacho Cheese Dip! 


If someone were 
to arn one 
your gui eas- 
ure fed?” t ere’s 


only one thing we 
can honestly an- 
swer: Velveeta. It’s 


so bad... yet it’s 


so good! 
Technically, 
Velveeta isn’t a 
cheese, but a 
“processed _ pas- 
cheese 


teurized 


product” that has a 
creamy texture, 
mild cheddar fla- 
vor, and character- 
istic artificial and 
orange color. 


Velveeta’s most 


endearing quality, 
however, is_ its 
wonderful ability 
to melt; once 
heated, it becomes 
as smooth as vel- 
vet. Since 1928, 
when Kraft first 
introduced it to 
America kitchens, 
Velveeta has been 
used to make mac- 
aroni and cheese 
and my personal 
favorite nacho 
cheese dip. 
While we enjoy 
the traditional 
queso dip (a mix- 
ture of Velveeta 
and Ro-tel, a line 
of canned toma- 
toes and green 
chiles popular in 
Texas), we prefer 
this jazzed-up ren- 
dition. The refried 
beans provide a 
nice meatiness 
and the cumin 


gives it an element 
of smoke. 


Ingredients 
(adapted from Bon 
Appetit): 


- half-cup of beer, 
like Tecate 


one teaspoon 
ground cumin 
- half-teaspoon of 
dried oregano 
- two cloves gar- 
lic, minced 


- one fresh 
jalapefio (or 1/ 
cup pickle 
jalapeno _ slices), 
mince 


- one 16-ounce 
can refried beans 

one 10-ounce 
can Ro-tel (or 
other brand) diced 
tomatoes and 
green chillis 

one 16-ounce 
package Velveeta 
cheese, cut into 
1/2-inch pieces 


. quarter-cup 
fresh cilantro, 
chopped 

- one green onion, 


sliced, for garnish 
Instructions: 


In a medium- 
sized sauce pan, 
combine beer, 
cumin, dried 
oregano, _ garlic, 
an jalapeno. 
Bring to simmer 
over medium heat. 

Add beans and 
tomatoes /chillis; 
stir until heated 
through. 

Add Velveeta 
cheese; stir until 
cheese melts, 
about 5 to 8 min- 
utes. If the dip is 
too thick, thin with 
a little beer. 

Stir in cilantro. 
Transfer to bowl. 
Serve warm with 
tortilla chips. 
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A Marquee Bulletin of Arts and Cultural Events 


by E.C. Munson 


Let it blow, let it snow, and start planning because there is a cor- 
nucopia of arts and cultural choices to access virtually throughout 
Halton, Peel, and Dufferin this week. 

The richness of options from our various arts groups and organ- 
izations holds its own with the panache of the bigger arts world be- 
yond these local corridors. 


Arts & Cultural Events Celebrate History ... 


Black History Month: videos, activities, exhibits, and more with 
the richness of collaboration in the community are available in 
abundance. As affiliations evolve amongst museums, historical so- 
cieties, art galleries, arts councils, and special interest groups, ex- 
citing programming with new delivery modes is being created. 

Heritage Mississauga has partnered with the The Ontario 
Black History Society to share material from their archives, includ- 
ing the virtual kick-off on Jan. 31. 

This video is currently available on their YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/watch?v=2S3mPxqPfgY. It features community 
recognition profiles, Black history, entertainment, museum tours 
and so much more. 


2021 ONLINE EXHIBITION . 
= FEB. 4Q— MAR. 7 at 


Beaux Arts Gallery stands in solidarity with the Black Com- 
munity in recognizing its uniqueness, complexity, struggles, and 
its beauty with its new show, I KNOW WHY. 

“This exhibition is about celebration, hope, creativity and indi- 
vidual experiences in the Black community and we are proud to 
present it to the public during Black History Month, February 
2021.” said Regan Hayward, Managing Director of Beaux Arts 
Gallery. 

“...The caged bird sings with fearful trill of the things unknown 
but longed for still and his tune is heard on the distant hill for the 
caged bird sings of freedom...” (Maya Angelou, “Caged Bird” from 
Shaker, Why Don’t You Sing? Copyright © 1983 by Maya An- 
gelou). 


Black Art inspires! Encouraging us all to look forward with con- 
tinued hope, anticipating an endless shift, a day when the cage door 
opens. The show runs virtually for now through Feb. 28, 2021. 

PAMA’s current exhibit, Our Voices, Our Journeys, Black 
Communities in Peel, is “a celebration of one of many black 
communities in Peel Region. It highlights the personal journeys of 
leaders and mentors from the North Peel Community Church con- 
gregation. Their photos and objects illustrate stories of immigra- 
tion and family life, and how they established a community of faith 
in Caledon.” 

Enjoy the virtual exhibit at peelregion.ca/pama/our-voices-our- 
journeys. 

The Museum of Dufferin is partnering with the Dufferin 
County Canadian Black Association to present a virtual Black His- 
tory Month Discussion Panel on Feb. 20, from 1 -2:30 p.m., on the 
theme, “Solidarity in My Community.” Panelists include two Juno 
award winners, Kardinal Offishall and Maestro Fresh Wes, actor 
Kevin Hanchard, poet Nadine Williams, area dignitaries, Dufferin- 
Caledon MP Kyle Seeback, and Ontario’s Solicitor General, Sylvia 
Jones. Submit your questions by Feb. 18 at 5 p.m. to info@duffer- 
inmuseum.com. A selection of questions will be chosen by moder- 
ators. 


MUSEUM OF 
DUFFERIN 


Classes - Workshops - Activities ... 


Most arts organizations have moved to virtual platforms with 
something for everybody in the family. There are scheduled classes 
or single workshops and resources to try on your own. 

Annis Karpenko, Executive Director at Visual Arts Mississauga 
says, “Winter is coming and we are here for YOU. Art making and 
being with a community of friends is known to reduce stress and 
anxiety and to combat isolation.” 

ArtTrendZ has posted two FREE Arts Card Making Demos on 
their Facebook page. Find them at www.facebook.com/ArtTrendz- 
An-Artist-Collective-1720407324932353, and and look for Khaula 
Mazhur’s water colour demo and Thaniath Siddiqui’s mixed media 
card. 

Relax with family members or enjoy some quality solitude. Get 
your creative on and celebrate National-Send-A-Card-To-A-Friend 
Day on Feb. 7 in style! 

Cathy Disbrow of Woolly Doodles, textile artist and felter, . 
Visit www.woollydoodles.com/learning — kits are extra. Get the 
Woolly Doodles newsletter at woollydoodles.com, and on’t miss 
out on Needle Felt Classes, new kits, Workshops, Private Lessons, 
or Gift Certificates. 

With five or more people you can even book an online Needle Felt 
Party! Felting project samples. 


Continued on Next Page 
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On Feb. 6, Art Gallery of Burlington launched the Family Open 
Studio FREE class, Oil and Water Droplet Paintings. Visit 
beta.agb.life/learn/families/family-open-studio-oil-and-water- 
droplet-paintings to sign up. Visit them virtually on Instagram and en- 
gage in a new family- friendly art project each week from the comfort 
of your home. 

Visual Arts Brampton has the perfect Valentine’s Day celebration 
with their virtual Paint Night on Saturday, Feb. 13! 

Enjoy a date night or trying out a new medium. Visit VAB at www.vi- 
sualartsbrampton.com/programs/adults. Coming soon is their excit- 
ing Snail Mail World Postcard Art Show! 

Creative people from all corners of the have world participated in 
this. Originally started in 1999 as the “Great Canadian Mail Art Show,” 
it was expanded to its current postcard art format in 2003. Since its 
inception, well over 2,000 entries have been received from all corners 
of the globe. This was relaunched in 2016 as a part of their 30th an- 
niversary. 

Burlington Public Library has a plethora of FREE virtual activ- 
ities and cultural delights to sample. While some require pre-registra- 
tion, others do not. Family Storytime, Puppet Shows, Opera, Writing 
Classes, Bookclubs, Art Activities, and ~~ more! Visit 
www.bpl.on.ca/events for more details. 

Visual Arts Mississauga has a multitude of fascinating virtual 
courses for adults to explore with accomplished artist instructors. You 
may view the programming and teachers at www.visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com/programs/?type=adult-programs. 

And don’t forget those March Break activities for children and teens 
too! 

Museum of Dufferin’s Learning Hub is a treasure trove of re- 
sources! With Social Studies, Language Arts, and Games &amp; Ac- 
tivities, it’s time to DISCOVER, EDUCATE, and SHARE with the 
MOD! Visit www.dufferinmuseum.com/learning-hub/. And it’s about 
those collections they have — from the Archival Collection, to the Ar- 
tifact Collection, and the Education Collection. See www.dufferinmu- 
seum.com/about-our-collections/. 


Exhibitions Here and Far... 


Arts On The Credit presented their virtual opening of Craig 
Ewing’s Bedazzled! Show on Wednesday, Feb. 5 with a tour of his 
unique creations of jewelry. It is the season for all that sparkles. With 
this show for inspiration you will have no trouble finding that perfect 
piece for the special people in your life. Visit the AOTC website at 
www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery. 


Craig Ewing 
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As Ewing attests, “There is so much style in the world. Embrace 
yours!” 

Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga’s new exhibit, The Qi of 
Water, runs through Mar. 26, 
and explores the very stuff of 
life, Yin or the quiet energy of 
water. Immerse yourself in this 
poignant experience with the 
world renowned artist Xiaojing 
Yan and two Canadian award 
winning artists, Laura Beaton 
and Huan Chen. invites you 
into, “...a community space 
where one can seek refuge from 
the world, absorb the calming 
energy of water, take respite, 
observe mindfulness and learn 
about the importance of pre- 
serving our water sources.” 

Visit 

artgalleryofmississauga.com/upcoming-exhibitions/. 

Headwaters Arts Gallery has extended A NEW MOOD through 
Mar. 12, with the possibility of opening to the public. Meanwhile, enjoy 
the virtual show and share these local artists’ moods as they look fon 
ward into our new decade; Ed Clark and Gail Backus of Mississauga, 
Jolanta Jung of Inglewood, Patty Maher of Caledon, Marnie Cooke of 
Orangeville, Deborah Powell of Amranth, and Susan Kelly of Guelph. 
View and purchase from this exhibition at 
www.headwatersarts.com/our-current-show. 

Sherry Park’s show, Cape Bretons Highlands, is hanging through 
Feb. 22 and available for virtual viewing and purchasing at www.head- 
watersarts.com/sherry-park-cape-breton-highlands. 

Visual Arts Mississauga launched its 43rd Annual Juried Show 
of Fine Arts on Jan. 14, and which will be on view on their website 
through Dec. 31. With 150 works submitted, the jurors selected work 
from 43 artists for VAM43. View virtually at vamjuriedshow.com. 

Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie recently announced the winners 
in this show, which can be seen by _ visiting 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_7GKjhbvnI. 

Credit Valley Artisans of Georgetown represents four different 
guilds with artists and artisans working in stained glass, pottery, weav- 
ing and spinning, and many types of graphic arts. Their website is 
www.creditvalleyartisans.ca. 

While their courses are currently on hold, a growing number of bou- 
tique collections have been posted by different members for the pub- 
lic’s enjoyment with each artist handling arrangements for any interest 
in particular pieces. 

Joshua Creek Heritage Art Centre has extended their virtual 
show, Artists of Halton & Peel Juried Exhibition. This is the seventh 
annual juried exhibition with artists sharing their messages of hope 
and positivity during a time of irreversible change amidst the global 
pandemic. 

Works in acrylic, watercolour, oil, pastel, fibre art, photography and 
mixed media may be viewed at www.joshuacreekarts.com/exhibi- 
tions/current-exhibit. For information on specific pieces, email 
info@joshuacreekarts.com. 


Taking Care of Business... 


Mississauga Arts Council is running a two month series of virtual 
workshops for artists to sharpen and develop skills with the new busi- 
ness platforms. Presented by leading professionals and covering a 
gamut of topics, Brand Development & Marketing, Grant Writing, and 
more, these 90 minute webinars will help the creative arts community 
move purposefully into the new decade. Visit www.missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com for details. 

Central Counties Tourism held a Regional Business Support We- 
binar on Feb. 2 with the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Cul- 
tural Industries Regional Webinar. Recognition of the financial needs 
of the not-for-profit sector arts and cultural organizations - galleries, 
collectives, societies, and museums - to survive and thrive is encour- 
aging news as these entities contribute hugely to an area becoming a 
tourist destination. 


Local writer, photographer, and artist E.C. Munson cov- 
ers the arts and cultural scene so others may share the pas- 
sion and joy of the creatives and makers. 


Contact her at ellie73m@gmail.com. 
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As spring looms, so too does optimism for a post-virus world 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Column 


As human beings, 
we all share the same 
sadness and happi- 
ness, the same desire 
and hopes, the same 
potential. 

The COVID-19 
pandemic has re- 
minded us how inter- 
dependent we are: 
what occurs to one 
person can quickly 
affect many others, 
even on our planet's 
different continents. 

We watch the virus 
continue to test our 
mental strength and 
relationships, exacer- 
bate existing inequal- 
ities in society, strive 
for greater persist- 
ence, and demand 
new ways to develop 
in 2021 and beyond. 

The COVID-19 epi- 
demic brought a pe- 
riod of terror that 
terrified the people, 
businesses, govern- 
ments and the econ- 
omy; forced to be 
imprisoned inside 
the house, the situa- 
tion came to a lock- 
down worldwide, but 
it was a time that has 
passed, and some 
wjho have the virus 
are perishing, but 
now life seems to be 


slowly 
once again. 

Yes, whether it is an 
urban environment 
or a rural environ- 
ment. 

The situation may 
not be “normal’ for 
some time, but we 
see evidence of new 
hope in a new year. 
People have once 
again started moving 
to the cities to earn a 
living, and many are 
looking for a city for 
themselves at home, 
meaning they have 
found a source of in- 
come while staying 
home and working 
online. 

Vehicles are now 
running on the roads 
again. People have 
started moving in the 
markets. Today, once 
again, buses are on 
their way to their 
destinations. 

With the return to 
life on a new track, 
there is a sense of 
hope among the peo- 
ple. 

The time to come is 
the time of festivities, 
even if we can’t cele- 
brate in crowds, so 
there is festive joy on 
the faces of the peo- 
ple and the joy of see- 
ing life get back on 
track. 

Once again, schools 
and colleges are 
opening, and _ stu- 
dents are moving to 


returning 


institutions for their 
studies with a new 
routine. 

Of course, there is 
still the fear of a 
deadly disease in 
mind, but many life 
problems are chal- 
lenging to face. To 
deal with those prob- 
lems, we have to get 
used to them and 
find permanent, cre- 
ative solutions. 

The COVID-19 epi- 
demic is also a dis- 
ease that we must 
fight, not just once, 
but always. The vac- 
cins are making their 
way to us, but there is 
no answer yet. 

So, to live a new 
life, we need to learn 
to cope with the epi- 
demic. People are 
learning the arts so 
well that social life 
seems to be back on 
track. Canada is a so- 
cial sector. 

Here, every person 
spends their lives in 
association with the 
society, and the indi- 
vidual defines them- 
self and society and 
ends the definition of 
their lives with the 
community. 

Life is now back on 
track with many 
changes. In _ the 
pocket where our 
mobile phones used 
to live in luxury, 
hand sanitizer has 
taken its place. 


Although some 
people do not seem 
to need makeup now, 
it can make a mas- 
sive difference in cre- 
ating a sense of 
normalcy and coping 
with these  over- 
whelming environ- 
ments. 

For essential work- 
ers and people who 
are beginning to inte- 
grate into society, ad- 
justing your beauty 
procedure to cover 
half of your face with 
a large piece of cloth 
may bring new chal- 
lenges. 

Where once meet- 
ings began with a 
warm handshake as a 
mark of respect, 


hands are now being 
raised at a distance, 
but in any case, this 
train of life is at a 
and is 


crossroads 


now ready to go on 
track with a new 
change. 

Where people 
could not stop em- 
bracing, there is a 
physical _ distance. 
Perceptions of neces- 
sity are being madea 
part of life. 

The truth seems to 
be living a different 
life now, but the way 
people live their lives 
with enthusiasm and 
enthusiasm has not 
changed. It remains 
the same as it was 
when it was aban- 
doned. 

The countries' 
economies are slowly 
working towards a 
“back-on-track” ap- 
proach, and workers 
are getting jobs, and 
apprentices are get- 
ting an education in 
institutions. 


Shopkeepers are 
getting buyers 
through different 


mediums; buses are 
getting rides. This is 
the life that is back 
on track once again. 

But life back on 
track from this sud- 
den turn must now 
be lived with caution, 
sensitivity and for- 
getfulness. 

Otherwise, we 
won't know what to 
call this life. 

It would be chal- 
lenging to get back 
on feet for any busi- 
ness, government, 
and citizens if some- 
thing more lethal 
than covid pandemic 
in the future if we 
face. 

Food for thought, 
as spring looms — so 
too does optimism. 


Take the virtual walk experience of your neighbourhood and share your input online! 
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Music from your years 
Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 


